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ABSTRACT 


A MODEL TO INCREASE AWARENESS 
OF DIVINE GUIDANCE IN THE 
CONGREGATION 


by 

Bob Aland 

United Theological Seminary, 2019 


Mentor 

Andrew Park, PhD 
Luther Oconer, PhD 
SueLee Jin, DMin 


The context of this project was the Gallup All Nations Church in Gallup, New Mexico. I 
have observed during forty years of ministry that hearing the voice of God for personal or 
ministerial direction is a hit and miss reality that is a problem for young and old. The 
project hypothesizes that training church leaders how to hear the voice of God 
individually and as a team would result in a measurable increase in their ability to hear 
from God in a more consistent manner. Participants who completed the training sessions 
stated that they felt more comfortable with their ability to hear from God. 
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The Apostle Paul tells us that while we may have ten thousand instructors in 
Christ, we don’t have many fathers. A closer look at Scripture shows us that a spiritual 
father or mother in the church of Jesus Christ is someone who has conceived spiritual 
sons and daughters, and carried them into maturity. Moses complained to God about this 
aspect of leadership when he said, have I conceived all this people that you should say 
unto me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nursing father bears the suckling child, unto the 
land which you promised to their fathers.’ (Num. 11:12-17). After he realized that his 
suspicions were true, God told him to gather seventy men of the elders. Once gathered, 
God took of the spirit which was upon Moses, and put it upon ftiem. We find this 
principle repeated throughout Scripture and in practice in the church throughout church 
history to the present. It is the spiritual father or mother who imparts the mantle that 
brings the children into their inheritance. 

I have had several spiritual fathers and mothers. My natural mother was one of 
them. We know that we were created with a purpose, and we fiilfil our destiny by 
walking in the path ordained for us. I did not realize it until I was much older, but looking 
back I realize that my whole life was a school of the Spirit to teach me to hear the voice 
of God and learn Divine Guidance, so that I could encourage others to walk in the Spirit 
and hear God’s voice, and learn to discern His guidance. 
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Along this path I felt strongly directed to attend United Theological Seminary. 
Having been bom into a Catholic home, then Baptist, then Methodist and Charismatic, I 
asked Dr. Hudson for guidance in the choosing of a group with whom to study for my 
DMin. He is a tme father, and guided me until I was able to fit in with a group where I 
could grow, so that I could fulfil my long held desire to teach on divine guidance. My 
foundational papers paved the way for a successful project on Divine Guidance. 
Successful in that it went well, and I learned so much through it. 

For these and many more reasons, I wish to thank Dr. Kent Millard, the president 
of United Theological Seminary, Dr. Harold Hudson, the Dean of Doctoral Studies, and 
the entire UTS staff for giving of themselves to make sure that each of us fulfil our 
destiny. The ministry of Dr. David Watson, Academic Dean, Dr. Luther Oconer, and Dr. 
Andrew Park at our Peer Sessions and Intensives has been most refreshing and filled with 
spiritual teaching for life and ministry. I thank God also for the entire staff and students 
of the Randy Clark Scholars. Their help, encouragement, and spiritual support made this 
whole experience possible. 

I received priceless advice Mid encouragement from my Professional Associates, 
Dr. Jane Glenchur, Dr. Sang Sur, and Dr. Danny Stover. I reached out to them throughout 
my time at United for prayer, advice, and help. I am very grateful for each of them. They 
have very busy lives, and still they were always ready to help. 
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DEDICATION 


I dedicate this work to the glory of God, and my United Theological Seminary 
mentors - Andrew Park, PhD, Luther Oconer, PhD, and SueLee Jin, DMin. 
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one among a thousand, because in addition to being a great mentor, she thinks with her 
heart. Her pastor sat down with me between the two morning service one day, in the 
lounge, and told me how grateful he was to have Dr. Jin on his pastoral staff, and how he 
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everyone in our group, and we extend a heartfelt thanks to Dr. Jin for her lov ing care, 
advice, correction when needed, and for the godly and gracious mantle that she has 
passed on to each of us. 

Since the day when God wrote “Divine Guidance” on my chest several years ago, 

I have known that God wanted me to write on divine guidance. I pray that everyone who 
reads this work, and hopefully, a book on the subject yet to be written, will be 
encouraged to find a deeper place of fellowship with Christ where they experience Him 
more fully. 
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You move us to delight in praising you; for you have made us for yourself, and our hearts 
are restless until they find rest in You. 


—^Augustine of Hippo (354-430), Confessions 



INTRODUCTION 


In Chapter One I attempted to show the progressive development of the synergy 
between my spiritual autobiography and my contextual analysis toward the identification 
of a theme and hypothesis underlying my DMin project on divine guidance. I 
accomplished this by examining portions of my spiritual autobiography and the needs 
identified in my contextual analysis. 

In Chapter Two I made reference to I Corinthimis 2:9-12, where Paul reminds irs 
that eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God has prepared for them that love Him. Things which Paul assures us we 
revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. Each one of us has a divine calling in the natural, as 
teachers, carpenters, engineers, and the list goes on. We are also called to a spiritual 
ministry at one level or another. God desires to reveal His calling for us, and then guide 
us to successfully finish the race and fulfil His purposes for our lives. He uses divine 
guidance to accomplish this. I mention seven keys to guidance in this chapter. There may 
be more keys on someone else’s list, but I felt like there were, at least, these seven, which 
if followed would greatly help us. I consider the first two to be the most important, but 
they we all very beneficial and help confirm what we have already hewd from God. 
These first two we: the Logos or written Word of God, and the Rhema, or the portions of 
the Logos which God causes to come alive to us by His Holy Spirit as a quickened word 
fi’om God. I included a few very important weas of our life where we especially need 
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divine guidance: in the choice of a lifetime partner, in education and occupation, spiritual 
life and ministry, buying and selling, and our doctrine. After our acceptance of Christ as 
our personal Lord and Savior, we need guidmice in these areas, especially. 

In this chapter I used a scripture from the Old Testament and one from the New 
Testament to use as biblical examples. In the Old Testament reference I talked Abraham, 
the father of the faithful, who relied on divine guidance to find a wife for his son, Isaac. 
He sent his servant Eliezer to find her. Eliezer testifies later that as he was moving along 
“the Lord led me.” My New Testament example of divine guidance is Acts 16:5-12. Here 
we find Paul, the theologian of the Church, following the guidance that he had, 
undoubtedly, received from God earlier, when suddenly God redirects him to Macedonia. 
This is such a beautiful illustration of how important it is for us to be flexible and 
sensitive in our spirits, so that our heart can be like that king in Proverbs 21:1, “The 
king’s heart is like channels of water in the hmid of the Lord; He (God) turns it (the 
king’s heart) wherever He wishes.” Water takes the shape of the container it is poured 
into. Likewise, we want to be able to be poured without resistance, and move at the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. 

In Chapter Three I chose John Fletcher as my historical figure. In my youth he 
became one of my favorite exmnples in church history of someone led by the Holy Spirit. 
He and his wife have left for us in their writings, testimony of their intimate walk with 
God, and numerous examples of divine guidance in their life and ministry. Fletcher 
believed th at we can experience God with our senses, and that God wanted to reveal 
Himself to us personally. He was a very holy and humble man. Speaking at a conference, 
he once declared that he was free from sin. This statement was then, and still remains 
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controversial for some. I am convinced that it is a worthy pursuit. John Fletcher, among 
so many others, gives us hope that we can live a life guided by the Holy Spirit There are 
sins of commission and sins of omission. Sins that are done willfully, and sins that we 
commit by not doing what we should have done. I am not siue if Rev. Fletcher was 
saying that he was free from both of these, but I believe that we can reach the place 
where we no longer choose to sin. Maybe he was referring to this in his statement on that 
day. His life story strongly supports the conviction that we need to be guided by the Spirit 
of God. Many in my project context believed that we are sinners and have no choice but 
to sin, period. They also had mixed feelings about divine guidance. After hearing about 
John Fletcher and reading my historical foundations paper, they were encouraged to 
believe for themselves and their families that we can be free from the power of sin, and 
we can hear from God for guidance. 

In Chapter Four our ttieological research was quite extensive as we looked at both 
camps. Those who believe that God spe^s to us today through revelation from His 
Word, dreams and visions, spiritual gifts, by activating our senses to experience God, 
and those who do not believe at all or do not believe to the extent that many of us believe, 
and experience. I was surprised to see that so many past and current theologians have 
such varied opinions, and that some of them changed dramatically during their lifetimes. 
Even today some theologians are changing their views to aecommodate changing values 
in society. 

As I was growing up, and into my early thirties, I thought that every believer had 
frequent supernatural experiences wifti God because I grew up in that kind of spiritual 
atmosphere. There are basically three sources to every manifestation; it is either of divine 
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origin, human or satanic. That is why the Apostle John admonishes us to try the spirits, 
because sometimes demons manifest themselves as angels of light to ensnare us. In the 
Gospel of John we are told that if our heart is right, God will give us the witness of the 
Holy Spirit in our heart, to discern the truth of what is being said or manifested. We can 
trust God to keep us from error as we walk with Him. 

I gave my life to Christ at the age of five in a Presbyterian church a few months 
after my parents arrived at their mission station. It was their first assignment. My Dad 
had invited a guest speaker to come for some special evangelistic services. My heart and 
mind were captives to the message and the messenger. When the altar call was made I let 
go of my mother’s hand and ran to the altar. I was instantaneously bom a gain^ as the 
Spirit of Christ entered into my spirit. I remember it, all these years later, like it were 
yesterday. I wanted everyone to feel the joy and freedom that I felt. 

Even though I was quite young, I soon began to realize that the ability to hear 
from God for gmdance was a hit and miss experience for all the missionaries and pastors 
I met. I began to have similar straggles of my own. I would hear my parents talk with 
other fellow missionaries and pastors about this problem. I also heard many wonderful 
testimonies of how God had indeed answered their prayers and given clear guidance 
through His Word and prayer. I watched the sad consequences and pain that resulted 
from making a decision without hearing from God, or by thinking they heard from God, 
but misinterpreted what they thought they understood to be God’s guidance. 

As the years progressed this nagging question remained. Why doesn’t God speak 
all the time? I still don’t know, and ultimately we have to surrender to the providence of 
God. But I am persuaded that there are keys to guidance, and to the degree that we master 
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these keys our ability to hear the voice of God more clearly will increase. In the 
following chapters I developed more details about this journey of mine, including seven 
keys to guidance that I believe will help us along in our Christian journey. 

I have ministered at the context for my project for eleven years, on an almost 
yearly basis. I have seen their struggles along this same line of discerning the will of God. 
Having observed their walk in Christ for eleven years, and knowing that this has also 
been their struggle, I realized that they would be an ideal place to test my hypothesis, 
hopefiilly finding an answer to this prevailing question concerning divine guidance. The 
identified relationship between my experiences and observations growing up on the 
mission field and surrounded by m in isters crying out to God foe guidance, and the similar 
needs of my context, led me to pursue this subject of Divine Guidance as the basis for my 
Doctor of Ministry project. Adding strength to my resolve on this subject, a few years 
ago I felt God write the title “Divine Guidance” across my chest, and by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit I understood that God wanted me to study and write about the keys to 
Divine Guidance for the body of Christ. 



CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


This Synergy Paper will attempt to show the progressive development of the 
synergy between my Spiritual Autobiography and my Contextual Analysis toward the 
identification of a theme and hypothesis underlying my D. Min project To accomplish 
this I will re-examine with you the portions of my Spiritual Autobiography which are 
pertinent, along with a study of the aspects of the Contextual Analysis which are relevant 
to the development of the theme and hypothesis of the project, and integrate the 
ministerial skills identified in the appropriate portions of my Spiritual Autobiography and 
the needs identified in my Contextual Analysis. 

When 1 was about two years old my parents moved to Long Beach, California, 
where my father worked as an aircraft mechanic. He had spent time during World War II 
on a submarine mine sweeper. After the war ended he met my motiier and married her on 
the day she turned sixteen. She was a devout Catholic and cried out to the priests, and to 
the saints, but could find no help for the anguish of her soul due to my father’s abuse mid 
alcohol addiction. 

One day, in desperation, she went to a Billy Graham Crusade in Long Beach. 
There she was bom again and devoted her life to Jesus Christ. Meanwhile, my fafiier 
worked all day then hung out at the bars till closing time before sleeping a few hours and 
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going back to work early the next day. Such was the state of his miserable life, although 
he did not see it as such. 

A few months after my mother gave her life to Christ, he noticed a dramatic 
change in her. One night after the bars closed he went from parsonage to parsonage 
seeking help. At that time of the night no one would answer. A few even yelled at him to 
leave them alone or they would call the police. 

Before giving up for the night he went to the parsonage of the Long Beach 
Second Baptist Church and knocked on their front door. To his surprise and delight the 
pastor answered the door and invited him in. The pastor led him into their ornate living 
room and awakened his wife with the news that they had a guest who needed a cup of 
coffee and a bite to eat—such warm hospitality for a desperate soul. 

In the hours that followed they fed him, loved him, and introduced him to Jesus 
Christ. Right there in their home he gave his life to Christ. From this blessed home my 
father left a chMiged man. A short time later he walked into our home and told my 
startled and delighted mother that they needed to go through missionary training in order 
to reach the unreached in Mexico with the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Within a 
few months we settled in west Texas for their two years of training. 

In the early spring we traveled by van to Mexico City. The roads back then were 
only two lanes, windy and dangerous with no shoulders. One rainy night we were driving 
somewhere in the mountainous regions when we slid off the road. Our van hung off a 
cliff in danger of going completely over the edge. In order to save his family my father 
instructed us to go to the back of the van in order to shift the weight towMd the rear. I do 
not remember exactly how we escaped that situation but a few days later we arrived in 
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Puebla, Mexico, where we found housing and my parents began their twenty-year 
ministry there. 

My spiritual journey, or Spiritual Autobiography, started at the age of five when I 
ran forward during an altar call to give my life to Christ at the First Presbyterian Church 
in downtown Mexico City, Mexico. The day after I gave my life to Christ I saw my father 
and his evangelistic team loading the van with tracts and New Testaments, all in Spanish, 
to go to downtown Mexico City and pass these materials out. Still under the influence of 
my experience with Christ the day before, I asked if I could accompany them. My father 
initially said no, but a short time later he told me to get in the vehicle. He must have 
remembered my rush to the altar and decided that my interest was because of that. 

I grabbed a fist full of tracts and took off with the team, passing out tracts like 
they were warm, French bread. I remember thinking that everyone who read one of my 
tracts would feel the way I was feeling inside. Soon I ran out of tracts and looked around 
for a recognizable face, but saw no one. What a sinking feeling! I do not remember who 
found me after being lost in downtown Mexico City during the rush hour. 

This set of experiences—my salvation at the altar of the First Presbyterian Church 
and my first evangelistic trip—set the foundation for the rest of my life. Young though 1 
was, a deep passion for the lost had already taken a strong hold of my life. This synergy, 
of my conversion working together with my first evangelistic outing, began the 
development of the important skill of personal evangelism. 

From there my spiritual journey would take me through many other experiences 
over the next fifty-two years as God developed in me the skills that would today lead me 
to choose as the topic for my D. Min program “How to discern the will of God.” I have 
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ministered in more than a hundred countries and have been instrumental in the founding 
of well over a hundred churches on five continents. In all these places I have seen the 
same desperate cry to more fully and more accurately discern the will of God. 

From the time I was bom again until heading off to college at the age of eighteen, 
I traveled often with my father, who had become a missionary pilot, to very remote 
villages, some of which could only be reached by air. We would fly over the villages 
playing Christian music and dropping tracts. After a while or at another date we would 
return to find a warm welcome. My father could land his airplane on a dime, so to speak, 
and we would begin by holding services and leading people to Christ. Eventually a core 
group would form, a church would be established and temporary pastors would be 
brought in until one of their own could be trained and ordained for ministry. This took 
place fi-om village to village all over Mexico. 

I have since met people who have told me stories that they witnessed or that were 
told to them by their parents and grandparents of these airplanes that would hover over 
their villages playing music and speaking about the wonders of Jesus Christ while tracts 
and New Testaments, and food and clothing were dropped from the airplane. 

During the years from twelve to eighteen, God met me in so many remarkable 
ways. At the age of twelve I was healed of acute appendicitis. 1 remember spending 
sleepless night curled up in a fetal position in agonizing pain. Our family doctor said that 
I needed surgery, but I had the conviction that God would heal me, so my father allowed 
me to wait. One day the doctor had an ambulance parked in front of my house with the 
mstructions to the ambulance staff that, “If his God does not heal him today, he is to be 
brought in at six in the morning for emergency surgery.” When my father realized that 
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my hopes were about to be crushed, he went out and gathered dozens of pastors to come 
that evening to my bedroom and pray for my healing. The next morning the ambulance 
returned to the hospital without me. 

This experience of divine healing made a marked impression on me. I began to 
believe in the demonstration of the power of God to heal, and over my years of ministry I 
have seen countless miracles of healing right before my eyes. 

On one occasion while living in Costa Rica, teaching in a Bible School and 
planting churches all over the country, I was invited by the father of two of my students 
to preach at their church for Easter. As we were making our way for hours over some 
very bad roads, and having to drive through rivers and one lane bridges, suddenly God 
spoke to me to preach on divine healing. That was easy and my heart responded with 
clear affirmation. I had already seen many healings, and just the week before God had 
healed my three year old son. It was exciting to think that I would not have to prepare 
much on a subject I was familiar with. I would be able to enjoy the beaches, horseback 
riding on the farm, md the beauty of Paquera, Costa Rica. 

Upon arrival we were housed at the home of the leading church elder, the father 
of the two students I mentioned earlier. As we sat at their enormous homemade table, I 
beheld the sumptuous spread which sent messages straight to my stomach. After praying 
I began to eat with such delight until suddenly I looked up and down the dining room 
table and noticed that I was the only one eating. 

The mother and one of the daughters had gone to the outside kitchen earlier and 
never returned. So I got up without saying a word and went out to where they were. To 
my utter dismay I found the daughter holding her mother, who was hemorrhaging from 
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the nose and mouth. You would think I would have done something at that point, but I 
did not. I had lost my appetite, and making my way straight to my assigned bedroom, I 
sat on the bed and cried out to the Lord. 

“God I cannot speak on divine healing.” These folks did not even believe in 
divine healing, and although I was happy to tell them about it, I was just not happy to see 
them disappointed if God did not heal. 

The next couple of days were miserable. I spent most of the time near the 
carpenter shop under a bridge at the edge of a creek, staring at the water, hearing the 
vehicles cross the bridge over my head, and saying “God, I cannot speak on divine 
healing. What if you don’t heal them?” 

The darkness was palpable. God was nowhere in sight, and He would not speak to 
me or answer me. I felt nothing, nothing at all. For Friday’s service I was not asked to 
speak. Oh, God, what a relief. All I wanted was for Monday to come yesterday so that I 
could leave. Saturday two services were scheduled and, once again I was not asked to 
speak. They were probably all wonderful services, but I was miserable and I do not 
remember any of them. 

Sunday was approaching and I dreaded the inevitable invitation to preach. 
However, to my great joy no one asked me to speak. What a relief! I figured they must 
have found out that I was charismatic, and therefore chose not to have me speak. 

On Sunday afternoon we began to pack the car for our return trip the next day, 
when suddenly the leading elder, who was my host, came up to me and said, “We have 
hardly seen you these days. I saw you under the bridge a few times and just figured that 
you were praying. We would like for you to preach for our closing service tonight.” 
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Words failed me, and I just looked at him as he walked away. This is it, I thought 
I will be shot tonight. They all carried guns in this pmt of the country, even into church. It 
was as normal as wearing shoes or a hat. Time had run out, and I had nowhere to hide. 

I had not felt God’s presence during this entire visit since seeing the mother 
hemorrhaging and the fmiily just sitting with me out of respect while I munched away on 
dinner. Oh God, I felt so carnal! What would happen to me and my family toni ght when I 
told them that God would heal them and He did not? 

I slowly trudged to church in an effort to be the last one to arrive. Perhaps very 
few would attend because of the overabvuidance of services that weekend. I hoped against 
hope that they would all be well and healthy. 

Lo and behold, to my great dismay, the church was filled fuller than any other 
service, including the morning service. There were people at every window, standing all 
around the inside of the church. Even the entryway was overflowing with people, and 
every man had his pistol at his side. 

I sat motionless until I was called forward. I read a few verses on divine healing 
with no sense that God was even there. Out of obedience alone, after flatly reading a few 
verses, I said, hoping no one would respond, “If you need healing, come forward, and 
God will heal you tonight.” I told the pianist to play a few anointed songs and not to stop 
playing until it was all over with, which I hoped would be soon. 

I bowed my head and suddenly the people began to come forward. The line 
extended all around the altar, wrapped itself around the walls and out the front door. I had 
no idea what to do. I looked around for a strong, healthy looking person, who looked like 
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he or she did not have a care in the world, so that I could buy some time for God to show 
up. 

Suddenly, I saw my prize, over in the comer to my left —a woman who was 
beautiftilly dressed and looked like the picture of health. I walked toward her and she 
introduced herself. She was the sister-in-law of my host smd the wife of the most feared 
and most powerful farmer in the area. She started by saying, “Brother Bob, I have lived 
on an oxygen machine for many years, and I only came tonight for a few minutes so that 
you would pray for me. 

Oh my God, was I in trouble. I looked to my right down ftie line and there was the 
other lady with the hemorrhaging issue. I looked in the other direction and saw a blind 
man and a crippled man. I had nowhere to turn and God was nowhere in sight. I felt 
certain that I would not leave alive after what I had done. 

I could stall no longer as everyone had heard her story, and most of them already 
knew it as they were the towns’ leading family. All eyes focused upon me, and as I 
extended my arm to lay my hand on her head, God showed up with such power that I 
never even had a chance to touch her head. She was instantly healed! 

I moved on down the line until everyone had been prayed for, and everyone was 
healed. Even the lady with the hemorrhaging started bleeding while I was praying for her 
but the bleeding stopped before I moved on. God was so very evident; the entire place 
was filled with His Glory. 

Years later I heard that all those who were healed retained their healing and 
glorified God for His wonders that night. This experience, coupled with other similar 
experiences, developed a faith for healing that began its infancy as I pleaded with God to 
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save me from that awful situation that night. A greater faith has continued to develop in 
my life since then and has led me into a deeper conviction that God wants to reveal His 
will to His people. He is the Lord their Healer. This is His will for them. He wants it to be 
made known by us. His leaders in the Body of Christ, and He wants to use everyone to 
manifest His power and His might. So, once again synergy—^my spiritual autobiography 
working together with my contextual analysis to deepen my conviction that God is as 
close as we allow Him to be, and that He longs for a personal, intimate relationship with 
His people today. 

When I was fourteen I was baptized in a river in northern Mexico. At this time I 
had joined a Methodist church where God was moving among the young people. I started 
preaching during these years and was drawn to pray for the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
with the evidence of speaking in other tongues. 

One day I declared to the youth group that I would lock myself up in the church 
building and I would not leave until God baptized me with the Holy Spirit. They all said 
they would stay with me. The first day we had about fifty, the second day about ten, and 
the third day it was just me and the youth pastor. The heavens were brass. 

On that third day my father called to tell me that my grandfather was dying in a 
veterans hospital about eight hundred miles away, and that he wanted me to make the trip 
with him. I told him about my commitment to stay in the church until I was baptized with 
the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. He was and still is a good 
Baptist, but he showed his understanding by saying, “Okay, I will call back in an hour.” 

I tried so hard for an hour to receive because my grandfather was the most 
important person in my life, and I dearly loved him. My dad called back in an hour and 
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asked if I was ready for him to pick me up. I said no. Although I begged him to wait 
awhile longer, he said he could not wait. 

As I hung the phone up, my heart sank. I had almost given up on the Holy Spirit 
when suddenly like a rushing river 1 begMi to speak in tongues and could not stop for 
what seemed like hours. By the time I was able to call home my mother informed me that 
my father had left right after talking to me. My grandfather died, although my father was 
able to spend time with him beforehand. If I had gone, I would have also seen him alive. 
The price for seeking hard after the Lord is sometimes very great, but well worth it. This 
experience further prepared me and sharpened the ministerial skills that have brought me 
to where I am today. I believe from these experiences that we must persevere and never 
give up. We must ask, seek and knock, until we hear from God. 

I was an associate pastor in Michigan when my children were still very young. 

My wife and I had been divorced and remarried for the second time, and still it was a 
difficult marriage. We lived in a parsonage next to the church. Every mo rning an internal 
alarm would wake me up, and I would begin to pray at four forty-four every morning, 
regardless of what time I had fallen sleep the night before. 

It was a beautiful time in the Lord. I remember that one day the leading pastor 
called me to go over to the church and help with a certain matter. As I left from the back 
door and started walking across the parking lot to the rear entrance of the sanctuary, the 
heavens opened up, and I heard the audible words, “I hate divorce!” 

I trembled under the power of those words taken from the prophet Malachi and 
delivered personally to me. We had already been divorced once and separated once 
before that. I agreed with God in my heart and kept walking toward the sanctuMy. There 
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was the pastor with a young mother from the congregation. The pastor told me that this 
young mother believed that her husband was being unfaithful to her, and she was afraid 
she would get a venereal disease. The pastor looked straight at me and said, “I have told 
her to file for divorce, “What do you say?” 

I was speechless and still trembling under the power of my parking lot experience. 
I could not even open up my mouth. The lady left, filed for divorce the following day and 
was in bed with another m a n before the week was up. The pastor looked at me after she 
left the sanctuary where our meeting was held and said, “Bob, why didn’t you say 
anything?” 

I recounted my personal experience. The pastor, who was already rather pale, 
turned as white as a sheet of paper. Two weeks later I was asked to resign. Buy the truth 
and sell it not, we are told by the preacher in Proverbs. The price of obedience can often 
be very costly, but in the end it puts iron in our soul and further prepares us for what God 
has for us. 

Dr. Roberts tells us in our text that the first major challenge in the dissertation 
process consists of choosing a dissertation topic. We need to decide if it is worthy of 
investigation, and if it is important to the field. We are told to look, among other places, 
to what excites us and what career goals could be enhanced by studying a particular topic. 
We are further challenged by our text’s author to be clear on whether our particular 
choice for a topic has the potential to become a scholarly dissertation.^ 


' Carol M. Roberts, The Dissertation Journey: A Practical and Comprehensive Guide to Planning, 
Writing, and Blending Your Dissertation (Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2010), 46-48. 
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Over a period of forty-four years in full-time ministry I am convinced that a 
person can become skillful in many different areas of ministry and can be passionate 
about several different topics. I am also fully persuaded that among my own ministerial 
skills my context has been identified through the working together of my spiritual 
autobiography and my contextual analysis. The experiences that I have already delineated 
and those additional ones that I will share have led me to the conclusion that one of the 
greatest needs in the Church today is to leam to hear God on a personal and ministerial 
level. 

When I was fifteen years old, a group of us teens and young adults fi’om my 
Methodist church and my mother’s Bible school program, took a trip to a conference in 
mid-Texas. Here God met us in an unusual way. As we prepared to return to Mexico, we 
could feel the presence of God in the vehicle. A sort of a hush that was not normal for 
people our age fell over our group. A few miles down the road a spirit of prophecy came 
over me, and I began to prophesy for the first time in my life. It continued for hours, even 
through the border crossing in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. These distinct experiences in my 
life have worked with each other to cause me to be firm in my convictions, and to begin 
to understand some of the profoimd needs in the Church today. 

When I was about twenty-two, I returned to this same campground where the 
spirit of prophecy had come upon me. I was revisiting old memories and hoping to meet 
God afresh at this place. During the first evening service I sat near the aisle toward the 
back. As we were enjoying the worship service and my eyes were closed in adoration, I 
felt a presence walk by me, a strong presence and what seemed like a strong anointing. 
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Puzzled, I opened my eyes and saw the back of a distinguished looking lady who was 
under the power of a fallen angel, from which she derived her power. 

A little disappointed to see this after what I was hoping would be a si m ilar 
experience to my last one when I was fifteen, I tried to push these thoughts away and 
enjoy the services as much as possible. 

The next afternoon I was strolling around the grounds, reflecting on the last tim e I 
was there, when suddenly I walked past a young couple sitting on the grass. The woman 
from the night before was leaning over them and prophesying to the young lady to 
divorce her husband and marry this young man that she was with. I saw their radiant 
faces as they rejoiced that God was intervening in their adulterous pursuits, confirmed by 
a famous prophetess. 

My spirit was quenched. I was stunned at what I heard, and now I could not wait 
to get away from this place. From there I made a ministry trip to Mexico. On my way 
back to the United States I spent a couple of days with a Presbyterian minister with whom 
I had become close friends. The last night of my visit I had a dream and wrote it down on 
a piece of paper. It was simply a few verses in a certain order th at seemed to be from God 
for some purpose not yet known to me. 

We said our goodbyes the next day and drove on to Dallas, Texas, in response to 
an invitation by a pastor to interpret for a Spanish-spe^ng guest preacher who would be 
speaking for a few days at his church. The first night came, and the guest preacher did not 
show up. After the evening service could be delayed no longer, the pastor came up to me 
and said it was up to me to cover for the absent guest preacher—with just a couple of 


minutes notice! 



19 


Still in shock, I stood up and very slowly walked to the platform crying out to 
God for a message each step of the way. I opened with a long prayer try ing to buy time to 
hear from the Lord, when I remembered the dream and those verses. So I opened my 
Bible and took out the piece of paper out with the verses. As I started to speak I noticed 
that the prophetess was sitting in the congregation. This was her home church! 

Stunned at my discovery, I looked at the verses from the dream and realized that 
God had decided to break the power of that fallen angel. I read the verses, and then asked 
those who were willing to pray to break the power of that spirit I had just described to 
come forward and pray with me. Everyone came forward except for this woman and a 
large group seated in her area. As we prayed the power of God manifested itself, and I 
saw this woman get up with her followers and leave, never to return. God, through a 
dream, had given the key to break the satanic power over this church and lead them into 
great fruitfulness in many nations. Once again, where would we be if it had not been for 
divine guidance? 

Our text further states that Madsen (1992) clarified the elusive term “originality.” 
He claims that a topic must have the potential to do at least one of the following:^ 

* uncover new facts or principles 

* suggest relationships that were previously unrecognized 

* challenge existing truths or assumptions 

* afford new insight into little-understood phenomena 


^ Carol M. Roberts, The Dissertation Journey: A Practical and Comprehensive Guide to 
Planning, Writing, and Defending Four Dissertation (Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2010), 49. 
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• or suggest new interpretations of known facts that can alter people’s 
perceptions of the world around them. 

It is my sincere opinion that the topic that I have chosen in looking at the synergy 
of my spiritual autobiography and my contextual analysis is one that meets each and 
every one of these recommendations by Madsen to show originality. I had not even 
realized this before starting my studies at United Theological Seminary. I am grateful for 
this Mid so much more that I have learned in just one semester. I can hardly wait for the 
remaining semesters to unfold tiieir rich treasures. 

The Samaritan spirit is one of the keys to revival, and we know from the teachings 
found in Scripture, in particular the teachings of Christ, that generosity and compassion 
are so very impoitMit and not easily developed. This skill is a must for effective ministry 
and to be a good husband and father, or wife and mother. 

When I was a new husband, my wife and I left from Eugene Bible College in 
Eugene, Oregon, and decided to become missionaries to Mexico. My pM'ents had a home 
there that we could use, and someone had promised to send us twenty-five dollars a 
month, so off we went. We were nearly starving one day when there was a knock on the 
door, and a poor Mexican lady stood there with a big smile and a large, empty plastic 
bag. “Your mother always helped us”, she said, and “I was wondering if you could help 
us?” 

My heart sunk. If she only knew that we were starving and that I had not driven 
my car for several days because I had no gasoline, nor money to buy any. But as I looked 
at her in dismay, God spoke to my heart and said, “Give her half of everything that you 
have.” So I asked her to wait a few minutes, and I ram to tell my wife to gather up half of 
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her clothes and half of mine, while I ran to the kitchen to gather up half of what was 
there. I ran into a problem with the saltine crackers because they were not an even 
number, and carefully, so that I did not keep one crumb more than her half I split the 
cracker in half 

Once I had put everything in the bag I returned it to the lady who thanked me with 
a big smile, and said “Thank you, Bobby (in Spanish). Your mother always helped us.” 

I felt so relieved that I had managed to hear from God and even more so that I had 
obeyed. With a weight lifted off of me, I sat down to meditate on what had just happened 
when to my horror and shock I remembered that all the money that we had left in this 
world was in my wallet, and I had not given her half of it! 

I opened my wallet, and took one of the two dollars bills in it and ran to the bus 
station in hopes of finding her. I ran as fast as I could, ignoring the six lanes of traffic and 
finally reached the bus stop just as she had one foot in the door. In Mexico that is all the 
driver needs to take off—one foot in. I quickly handed her the one dollar bill and saw the 
puzzled look on her face since she could tell that I was breathless from running all the 
way to catch up with her. I used the pedestrian walkway to go home, quite exhausted, but 
so happy that I had caught up with her. 

At another time in my life, the money that my spiritual grandfather had donated 
for my education was running out. I was home in Mexico for the summer. I went to visit 
a missionary who lived in our neighborhood, and as I was leaving he handed me a huge 
wad of hundred dollar bills. I knew it was thousands of dollars—enough to pay the 
balance of my education to graduate. 
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I walked away with a spring in my step thanking God, when suddenly God spoke 
in my spirit and said, “Give it back!” Give it back? I could not understand, but I hurried 
back and put the money in the palm of his hand and turned away. As I began my sad 
journey home with a heavy heart, God spoke to my spirit and said, “I will not accept his 
money.” It was several yeas before I understood what that was all about, but at that time 
my requirement was not to understand, just to obey, which is what I did. 

I have slept in my car, in the woods, on picnic tables and under the tables in 
conferences rooms at hotels because I could not afford a hotel room. I have suffered 
hunger several times and have sat in my home dining room thanking God with my 
children for the food which was not there, because we had no money. One time while we 
sat there looking at empty plates, the doorbell rang. We all ran out but no one was there. 
Under the welcome mat, partially his was an envelope full of money. We were so happy, 
and all went shopping. 

Once I ran out of gas five hundred miles away fi-om our next speaking 
engagement. I just sold a few stamps to a nearby post office, put a dollar’s worth of gas in 
my vehicle and held my left hand over the fuel indicator so that it would not hinder my 
faith. During the rest of the trip the gas gauge never decreased, and we arrived ten hours 
later at our destination on one dollar’s worth of gas. 

All these and many more experiences of this nature have taught me compassion. 
When I see the poor begging, I do not have to wonder what they are feeling, because I 
know. When I see the sick crying out because they do not have money to go to the doctor, 

I don’t have to wonder what it must be like. I mn not saying that we have to experience 
everything to have compassion, but it surely helps. 
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One last story I would like to share, that once again illustrates the synergy 
between my spiritual autobiography and my context analysis, is how God has dealt with 
me about pride. I thought I was a humble man, and compared to others I was, but my 
qualifications are not determined by other living stones but by the Chief Cornerstone. 

After my first divorce, I had custody of our two boys. However, I married my 
wife for the second time, believing that my boys needed her in their lives. One day I fell 
to the floor in my office and cried out to God to help me wifti our troubled marriage. As I 
fell to the ground I heard an audible voice that said, “You must be broken.” I then 
understood by the Spirit that God had allowed my wife into my life to break me. The 
hardest part of a trial is in not understanding why we are in it, but when revelation comes 
it sets us fi’ee. 

Now that I knew the reason for my pain, I suddenly felt love for her as I never 
had. Now that I understood God’s purpose for her in my life I wanted her to stay forever 
and finish the work she was sent to do in my life. However, a few days later she was 
gone, and a short time later filed for divorce again. 

Before God spoke to me, “You must be broken,” I had a vision of Gideon and his 
three hundred men on the hills of Israel, and then I saw just one soldier with his lamp 
held inside a clay pitcher. He took the pitcher and threw it to the ground where it broke in 
hundreds of pieces. I knew by the Spirit that that broken pitcher was me, and then God 
spoke “You must be broken.” I always thought I was humble, until I faced the 
Cornerstone, Jesus Christ, fi-om Whom all om measurements must be taken. 

So when I see people crying out for guidance, asking for direction for their lives, I 
know what they are feeling because too many times I have cried out to God, and not 
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knowing what to do or not knowing how to discern His will, I have made mistakes. 
Sometimes I have been sure of His will, and other times I have not had any idea how to 
find it. I am fully convinced, though, that the keys are available, and that God wants to 
make Himself known to His people, and guide them through their life’s journey 
successfully. 

Thus, I have chosen to make divine guidance the topic of my research for my 
DMin project, with the hope and expectation that this time of research and study will lead 
me and my context to find biblical keys beneficial to the body of Christ in their pursuit of 
finding the will of God in their lives. 

My spiritual journey and my context together form the basis for my 
proposed project by describing how my ministerial skills and interests can serve the 
needs of my context through my DMin project. 



CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 

Introduction 

In I Corinthians 2:9-12 (NKJV), God assures us that, “Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those 
who love Him. But God has revealed them imto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit seiches 
all things, even the deep things of God. For what man knows the things of man except the 
spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God no man knows, except the Spirit 
of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given to us by God.” 

These things, these callings that God has ordained for us from before the 
foundations of this world can be known by us, and furthermore, God wants to guide us in 
the fulfillment of these callings upon our life. 

In Romans 12:1-2 (NASB), Paul challenges us by stating, “I mge you, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, to present yow bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God 
is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” As we abandon ourselves to the mercy 
of God, and present ourselves as a sacrifice before God, and allow for the continuous 
renewing of our minds, we will begin to discern the will of God. 
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I have been in full-time ministry as an adult for over forty years. My parents were 
missionaries, and I started preaching at the age of fifteen. I have been surrounded by 
ministers nearly all my life and have seen them struggle to discern the will of God. I have 
also struggled to discern God’s will at times. In Psalm 119:105 (NASB) the Psalmist says, 
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Here we see that the Word of 
God provides guidance not only to understand the big picture, but also guidance for our 
individual and immediate decisions. 

About seven years ago God wrote two words upon my heart. I imderstood by the 
Spirit of God that I was called to write and preach about this subject in order to 
encourage others that we can all hear fi-om God. These two words were ‘divine 
guidance’. We may know our main calling fi-om childhood, but we still need divine 
guidance throughout our lives to enable us to fulfill the entirety of what God has called us 
to do. 

We find men and women in both the Old Testament and New Testament 
struggling at times to discern the will of God. So it is with us today. Sometimes we think 
we have heard the will of God, but we snuggle to apply it to our lives. Or we may 
misinterpret His guidance and try to work out the will of God in our flesh. At other times 
we may try to help God and only make matters worse. I know—I have made many 
mistakes trying to determine and fiilfill the will of God. 

I believe that there are a number of keys to divine guidance which, if followed, 
will help us to avoid fi-equent mistakes. While there may be other keys, I will present 
seven for your consideration: 


The logos or written Word of God 
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• The rhema or quickened word from God 

• Circumstances 

• Spiritual gifts 

• Counsel or cormselors 

■» The inner witness in our spirits—^the peace of God 

• Supernatural manifestations—^angels, visions and dreams. 

We need guidance in all m'eas of our life, but there M’e certain areas where it is an 
absolute necessity, so that we do not make a crucial mistake which will have far reaching 
consequences. Here are five of those areas for consideration: 

• Marriage 

• Education and work 

• Spiritual life and ministry 

• Buying and selling 

• Doctrine 

One of the most important decisions after accepting Christ as our Lord and Savior 
is marriage. We need as many of these seven keys working as possible in making this 
important choice. Who we marry determines what our children and subsequent 
generations will have built within them. We will impart to them our very nature and 
inclinations. One needs to be certain to have heard from God and to have received 
confirmation by means of the other keys before making this important decision. One’s 
life and eternity may well depend on making this decision carefully and correctly. 
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God desires to guide us. In the Old Testament we see many demonstrations of 
divine guidance, and we find the same in the New Testament. He has given us a 
conscience which, if taken care of properly, will serve us well in regard to His guidance. 
We also have the Ten Commandments, and Jesus gave us the Sermon on the Mount to 
teach us. The Word of God is our primary source of instruction, and no other form of 
guidance should violate the Word of God or go against it. 

I have heard people, including ministers, say, “God told me....” and yet, that 
conviction must still stand the test of God’s Word. Does it agree with and conform to the 
written Word and the Spirit of the Word in both the Old and New Testaments? 

Old Testament Scripture: Genesis 24:27 

In Wesley’s Explanatory Notes, John Wesley points out the care that Abraham 
takes concerning his son. He insists that Isaac should not marry a daughter of Canaan, but 
one of his kindred, as the Canaanites were degenerating into great wickedness. He knew 
that if Isaac married one of the Canaanite women, she would become a snare to his soul. 
So Abraham said to his eldest servant, Eliezer, a servant whom he trusted, “Go and find a 
wife for my son.”^ 

In this beautifid story we see how God guided him in choosing a wife for Isaac. 
Eliezer can also be seen as a type of the Holy Spirit who has been sent by God the Father 
to find a bride for his Son, Jesus Christ. 


‘ “Genesis 24 - Wesley’s Explanatory Notes - Bible Commentary,” accessed June 16,2017, 
ht^;//www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=wes&b=l&c=24. 
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In his book entitled, The Will of God, Dr. Leslie D. Weatherhead, the former 
pastor of City Temple in London, states that the greatest help available in discerning the 
will of God is obtained when we deepen our relationship with Him. Those who know 
God intimately are the quickest and surest in discerning His will. ^ Dr. Weatherhead 
instructs the reader about numerous signposts that offer us guidance. He stipulates that 
among them are: 1) our conscience, 2) common sense, 3) advice or counsel, 4) reading 
the biographies of great leaders, 5) the voice of the Church, and 6) the Inner Light— 
where God, as the Quakers have said, can speak directly to the human soul showing His 
will to those who seek Him.^ 

As I was preparing to write tiiis paper on divine guidance I felt God speak to me 
from the life of Gideon in Judges 8:22-27. Gideon had delivered the Israelites from the 
Midianites, and they had peace for forty years. However, at the end of Gideon’s life he 
asked the people for gold and built an ephod in his hometown, “and all Israel played the 
harlot with it there, so that it became a snare to Gideon and his household” (verse 27 
NASB). 

Ordinarily the people sought the high priest for guidance. On tiie ephod inside the 
priest’s breastplate there was a place for the Urim and Thummin. The I Tr im and 
Thummin were usually consulted at critical moments in the history of God’s people when 
special divine guidance was needed. They served as a type of word of knowledge. 
However, in this instance, the people sought after it in an ungodly manner. Although 


^ Leslie D. Weatheriiead, By Leslie D. Weatherhead - Will Of God Revised, Revised Edition 
(Abingdon Publications, 1999), 62. 


^ Weatherhead, By Leslie D. Weatherhead - Will Of God Revised, 63-69. 
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Gideon was a great leader, by building an ephod close to him, it appears that he used the 
Urun and Thummin to maintain control over the people. 

Although it is wonderful today to see how God is moving in the realm of the 
Spirit with regard to the prophetic, there remains the danger of it coming under the 
influence of our flesh or an imgodly spirit, thereby becoming a snare. We must be careful 
to honor and reverence the spiritual gifts, move under the anointing, and flee from any 
unhealthy approach to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

The origin of guidance can be the human spirit, the Spirit of God, or Satan and his 
kingdom of darkness. We must be very careful not to confuse our emotions with divine 
guidance. We must divide between soul and Spirit. I appreciate Pastor Weatherhead’s 
comments in his book, mentioned earlier, that a growing relationship with Christ is key to 
rightly discerning the will of God. 

There are fallen angels with tremendous power which appear as angels of light 
but are Satanic. I was introduced to this realm while in my first year of Bible college. 
During the first semester I was eating in the dining room with several others, including 
our class president who was sitting next to me. Suddenly, he began to say terrible things 
about me, loudly, so that the entire dining room could hear. I was quite embarrassed and 
bewildered. Within minutes God opened my spiritual eyes, and I saw two demons on his 
left shoulder and two demons on his right shoulder. Whatever they whispered in his ear 
was coming out of his mouth. 

When I understood that it was a spiritual battle, I left the dining room and went up 
to the empty prayer room on the fourth floor. There I remained until I heard the bell for 
“lights out” at 11pm. I had been there for over five hours, but it seemed like minutes. My 
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prayer life started during those stressfiil hours. I have often wondered how this classmate 
is doing today. He went into the ministry, but I do not know about his current walk with 
God. 

After graduation all of my classmates took off in different directions. We had 
been educated with the same professors in the same atmosphere, and one might have 
thought we would have turned out pretty much the same. However, many years later I 
had a dream in which the son of a former classmate asked me why every one of us was so 
different even though we had the same professors and environment. 

I did not have an answer until a niunber of years later when I was ministering out 
West, and God began to speak to me in the middle of the night fi’om Proverbs 30. A study 
of this chapter gives us the answer to this dream and to similar situations that take place 
all around us. Why do some run after God and others just perform a religious duty? I 
think the answer lies in this chapter, and many other places in Scripture confirm it. 

Circumcision of the heart is what causes one person to be different from another, 
even though they may have had the same training and environment. To the degree we 
allow God to circumcise our heart, to that degree we are able to himger for and see 
beyond the veil. 

Circumcision of the heart is seen in numerous verses, including Romans 4:9-12 
where it speaks of Abraham receiving the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness by faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the “father 
of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to 
them” (verse 11 NASH). In Jeremiah 4:4 (NASB) the prophet admonishes us to 
“Circumcise yourselves to the Lord and remove the foreskins of your heart.” In 
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Deuteronomy 10:16 (NASB) we are told, “So circumcise your heart, aid stiffen your neck 
no longer.” In the measure that we respond to the Spirit and allow God to cut away the 
works of the flesh, we will respond to the things of God more freely. Herein is the 
difference, and the answer to that young man’s question in my dream. 

Referring back to Abraham, we see that he understood this principle of 
circumcision of the heart, as he ordered his servant to find a wife for his son who would 
embrace God’s ways and raise children who would do the same. To accomplish this he 
sent Eliezer, who depended on divine guidance to accomplish his master’s request. 

Divine guidance is equally important for us today in all areas of our lives. I 
mentioned that God’s guidance in marriage is extremely important. How many of us have 
discovered, sometimes too late, that divine guidance in the choice of a life p^fner is 
vitally important? Abraham, the father of the faithful, understood this and so, by God’s 
grace, must we. 

Speaking through Isaiah the prophet in Isaiah 48:17 (NASB), God says “I am the 
Lord your God, who... leads you in tiie way that you should go.” Marriage is supposed to 
be for life. However, it may not always last forever for a multitude of reasons, primarily 
because of a “hardness of heart” (see Matthew 19:8). Here again, the solution is a 
circumcised heart, where the hardness of the flesh has been removed. Even if one finds 
out too late that tiiey have married the wrong person, God can help them fix that 
marriage. Divorce is not the answer. God hates divorce. However, sometimes divorce 
does take place, and we have no control over that. Ideally however, we should make 
every effort to save the marriage even if it is deemed a mistake. 
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The choice of a marriage partner is governed by God’s Word in II Corinthians 
6:14, where we as believers are instructed not to marry unbelievers. Some years ago I 
was ministering in Nazarene churches throughout the United States. I was staying in a 
pastor’s home while conducting services in his church. His wife. Ginger, told me her 
imusual engagement story over a game of dominoes. 

Her father had been a Nazarene pastor. When Ginger was a teenager God moved 
among the young people in her church. Every young person was receiving the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit except her. She tried her best during the youth conference to receive, but 
could not. On the last day her father invited all the youth to come forward for prayer. As 
they prayed for Ginger, odier pastors and leaders in attendance were used of God that 
night to shed light on the subject. Suddenly one pastor said, by a word of knowledge, 
“You are engaged to an unbeliever and that disobedience is why you cannot receive.” 

With tears in her eyes she said she wanted God more than anything and was 
willing to break off the engagement. However, her fiance was in Germany serving in the 
military. They prayed and asked God for guidance, and the decision was made that she 
should write him a letter and break off the engagement. That night after the service she 
wrote him the letter, placed it in ^ envelope and addressed it. As she released it into her 
outgoing mail, she began to speak in other tongues. I was in my twenties then, but I never 
forgot this story of how God moved by the gifts of the Spirit to give this young lady 
guidance in her pursuit of more fi'om God. 

We should also be very careful not to marry in a backslidden condition. During 
the storms of life that are inevitable in marriage, we should look back at the divine 
guidance and confirmations that led us to make that decision. This will strengthen us, and 
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help us come out the other end of the tunnel to the light once again. Marriage is ordained 
in heaven, so we do want to allow heaven to make that choice for us. 

I had a vision of Samuel a few years ago. It was a blessing for many others at die 
time, and it has been a blessing in my life ever since. This vision took place during 
graduation services at a Christian college. Every year we would pray for the graduates 
and trust God to speak into their lives concerning their futures and concerning the 
callings of God upon their lives. 

As we went from one graduating student to another, God indeed spoke 
wonderfully. But suddenly we came to a pastor’s daughter, and I had a vision of Samuel. 
In the vision he was in the house of Jesse looking for a king among Jesse’s sons to take 
the place of King Saul. I watched him look at one and then the other, wondering well this 
one looks good, or this one, when suddenly the Lord Jesus Christ walked into the room. 
He stood behind the sons and faced Samuel. The Lord looked at Samuel, and pointing 
His finger at him He said, “Let Me choose.” 

I will never forget this vision. Although it was for this young lady, it has made a 
profound impact upon my life even to this day. “Let me choose!” These words are with 
me every time that I have a major decision to make. 

The graduation service ended that beautiful spring afternoon. As I was heading up 
to my room to rest a while before dinner, I heard people running behind me and calling 
out, “Pastor Bob, Pastor Bob.” I soon found out that these were aunts of the young lady. 
They said, “Did you know that after she was conceived, and several months before she 
was bom, before we even knew her gender, God spoke the name Samuel over her?” 
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That answered the question of why God had given me that vision. They walked 
away bemning and thanking God that so many years later He still remembered the 
spiritual name He had spoken over her in her mother’s womb. 

I found out the next day from the College president that this young lady had 
decided to go in a direction not recommended by her family or spiritual covering, and 
even at this presbytery was in a state of rebellion. The impact of the words that were 
spoken over her that day ministered so deeply to her that she redirected her life the way 
God had originally intended for her. She was a prodigal, even as a Bible college student, 
but God took her from her backsliding, using the gifts of the Spirit. Had she gone in the 
direction she had chosen, she might have married the wrong person, md her life and her 
children’s lives would have been vastly different. 

When I was teaching at a Bible college in Asia a few years ago, one of my best 
students approached me after class one evening, just beaming, mid introduced her fiance 
to me. He was all a Christian young lady could hope for in the natural. She looked at me 
waiting for my approval, but I responded, “He is not the one God has chosen for you.” It 
broke my heart to see her face and his-—such a great disappointment to them both. 

She never came back to my classes, but a couple years later I heard from her. She 
had continued with him for about a year, hating me the whole time. Then they broke up, 
and she remembered my words, but still made no contact with me. Then she met another 
young man and contacted me to see if I would approve of this one. When I read her email 
the anointing and power of God came all over me. I instantly answered her email and 
said, “This is the one!” They now live in New Zealand with their beautiful little daughter 
and are walking with God. 
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We do not have to go looking for a marriage pmtner. As we are on the path, like 
Eliezer in the Old Testament passage, God will guide us to His choice, and He will guide 
our intended partner until our paths cross. There will be an awakening, and then we can 
start praying and seeking for confirmations. We want to avoid an Ishmael for a partner. 

A Christian can marry the Christian of their choice, but we want the humility to 
say, “God choose for me.” When we allow God to choose for us in this most important of 
life’s decisions each person will find that they complement the other and flow together; 
they will see eye to eye on Scripture and so many other things, having the same goals and 
vision. A threefold cord is not easily broken, so let God choose. If one hears jfrom God 
first on a decision and feels that it is definitely God, it is important to wait until the other 
spouse agrees and both have heard from God. This way guidance is more accurate and 
stronger. 

Genesis is the book of beginnings, and every major doctrine is first found, in seed 
form, in Genesis. This beautiful love story involving Abraham, Eliezer, Isaac and 
Rebekah, found in Genesis 24, is one of my favorite love stories. As you read the story 
you will find that it is filled with repeated instances of divine guidance as God moves to 
bring His choice to Isaac. Only God! 

We, too, can live a life guided by the Holy Spirit. Paul tells us in Romans 8:14 
(nasb), “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God,” The 
verse before that says “If you live after the flesh, you will die: but if through the Spirit 
you mortify the deeds of the flesh, you will live” (emphasis mine). That preceding verse is 
there for a reason. As I have mentioned, t hi s circumcision of the heart whereby the 
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hardness of the flesh is removed, enables us to hear from God with greater sensitivity and 
clarity. 

Dr. James Dobson, in his book God’s Will, answers the question “How can we 
know, definitely, the purposes Mid leadings of the Lord for our lives?” To this question 
he gives the following advice: 1) Do not depend exclusively on your impressions to 
determine the will of God. 2) Not all impressions are valid. Some are from God; some are 
from Satan; some are of our own making. 3) Since it is difficult to determine the origin of 
an impression, we can easily make a mistake while assuming that a feeling is sent from 
God. 4) God has promised to enlighten us and “guide us with his eye.” On the other hand, 
he wants us to test and prove our impressions and leadings.^ 

I have been in full-time ministry for more than forty years, and during this entire 
time the burden for accuracy in guidance has been a very central part of my life. I shared 
earlier some of the keys to guidance. The primary source of guidance is the Word of God 
in its written form, the logos. No guidance or emotion should contradict the Word of 
God, regardless of where it comes from. In Psalm 138:2 (AMPC) it says “You have 
magnified Your Word above all Your name.” Nothing done or declared in the name of 
the Lord should contradict the written Word of God—^no dream, no vision, no prophecy, 
no feeling—^nothing. 

There are hindrances to guidance, and we need to be aware of these so that we 
learn how to overcome them. In Psalm 36:9 (NASB) we are told, “In Your light we see 
light.” Obedience reaps more light. As we walk in obedience to the light and revelation 


* James C. Dobson, Dr. James Dobson Talks about—God's Will, First Edition (Glendale, CA,: G/L 
Regal Books, 1975), 24. 
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that we have, God increases our light and vmderstanding. The greater degree of light we 
have causes the path before us to become clearer. 

One of the problems in guidance is that people are not walking in what they 
already know. If we regard iniquity in our hearts, God will not hear us, nor will guidance 
be forthcoming. We err in not knowing Scripture, and we need to study to rightly divide 
the Word of God, for “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16-17 NKJV). 

After the logos, the second key to guidance is the rhema, or quickened word from 
God. We have all experienced this. It takes place when a portion of Scripture leaps out at 
us and God begins to open it up and give us revelation from His Word. A rhema word 
will never contradict the written Word of God. 

Guidance comes as we are move forward. If we get off the right path, God will 
speak. In Acts 16:6-7, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach in Asia. We may 
pray and plan and move out, but on the way God diverts us, or changes ovu plan—^the 
plan that we were convinced was laid out by God, So God gives guidance as we are in 
motion. As we move with the light we have, He gives us clearer light, or guides us to 
avoid dangers along the path. 

I was driving from Costa Rica, where I taught in a Bible college, to the United 
States for special meetings and rest. It was mid-summer and very hot on the Pan- 
American highway. We had no air conditioning in my pickup, so we were travel ing with 
the windows down. Suddenly God spoke to me in my spirit and said “Put your window 
up.” I could have argued that it was one hundred percent hiunidity, a hundred and twenty 
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degrees in the shade, and my two sons under the age of three were already burning up. 
But instead I immediately rolled up my window—-just in time. A cattle truck side swiped 
me and hit my large side mirror, sending shattered glass at a high speed against my 
rolled-up window. Once the excitement was past I stopped to review the damage. My 
window was pitted with the impact made from the shards of glass. I shuddered to think 
about what my face would have looked like if I had not obeyed and what would have 
happened to my young family. 

On another occasion I was driving to a rough part of the Costa Rican countryside 
at the invitation of the parents of two of my students to speak at their church for Easter. It 
was a three-day event and I was one of several speakers. It was not a charismatic church, 
and most of the men carried guns even to church. On the mostly dirt road to this town 
suddenly God spoke to me and said “I want you to speak on divine healing.” 

I was excited to have my topic for the Easter celebration. I had been looking 
forward to this trip as I had heard that they had horses, you could pick the ripe fruit right 
from the trees and it was near the beach. You can picture my excitement. We planned to 
make a vacation out of this trip. 

We arrived at the home of my students, who had already come on the bus to 
celebrate Easter with their parents and siblings. They had a delicious spread for us, so 
appreciated after the all day trip. A short time after we began the meal, seated at a table 
with the parents and about eight children, I noticed that I was the only one still eating. 

They were all quiet, and I realized the mother and one of the girls was missing. I 
figured that since the kitchen was outside, they had simply gone for more food. As the 
minutes passed and no one moved I got up and went out to the kitchen. There I found the 
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mother hemorrhaging from the mouth and nose with her daughter standing next to her. I 
was in shock. I hate to say that I did nothing. My faith was nowhere to be found. 

I went to my bedroom, right off the dining room, and said “God, I cannot speak 
on divine healing. How am I going to explain to these people that sometimes you heal 
and other t im es you don’t?” 

Friday night came and I was not asked to speak. Saturday came, and I was again 
not asked to speak. Easter Sunday morning came and yet again I was not asked to speak. 

I was so relieved; however I had spent my entire three days under a bridge next to a small 
stream, wishing I was not there. I kept reminding God that they all had guns, mid I could 
not speak on divine healing for all the reasons He already knew. In addition to all of this, 
God’s presence was nowhere to be felt. It was one of my darkest hours. It may sound 
foolish and it was, but I had no faith, and the heavens were brass. I could not wait for 
Monday morning to head back home. 

About mid-aftemoon the elder of the church, who was also the head of the 
household where I was staying and the husband of the hemorrhaging wife, found me and 
announced, “You are speaking at our closing Easter service tonight.” 

I never heard anything so devastating. What was I going to do? I hoped that since 
we had already had several days of services that no one would show up, or at least only a 
few. I arrived at the church on time, and mercifully there were just a few people, who all 
looked pretty healthy. I decided to obey God and jot down a few verses about healing, 
and then close the service as soon as possible. 

However, the church building started filling up until every bench and seat were 
taken. People were standing all aroimd, even peering through the open windows. Oh, and 



41 


ninety percent of the men had their guns on! I stood up for a brief ten minutes and read 
my verses on healing. Then I said “If you are ill just come forward and God will heal 
you.” 

No one came forward. Relieved, I began moving toward my seat when suddenly 
they started coming forward. At least a hundred people filled the altar area. The line even 
wound all around the church and continued out the front door. 

Now what? I was stuck. I looked at the mother with the hemorrhaging problem 
and made sure I did not head in that direction. Next I saw a man on crutches and knew 
not to go over there. Then I saw a blind man and decided that I should stay away from 
him. 

Finally to my great relief I saw this very well-dressed woman who looked like she 
did not have a care in the world, so I approached her. She informed me that she had not 
been able to breathe on her own for very long at a time, and that she had lived on an 
oxygen machine for years. But when she heard I would be speaking, she decided to come 
and seek God for healing. 

That was it. God was still at the beach, and here I was all alone. I had no way out 
now. I started to put my hand on this lady’s head and say some general prayer for healing 
when all of a sudden the power of God fell. At that moment I did not care if they were all 
dead, because I knew God would raise every one if necessary. 

I prayed for each of them, and everyone was healed! I did not have to explain that 
sometimes God heals, and sometimes He does not. The lady that had been bleeding 
started hemorrhaging as we were pra)dng for her, and that just motivated me more. 
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Before we jEinished praying for her the hemorrhaging stopped and never returned. The 
lady on oxygen threw her tanks away and never used those tanks again. 

If I had not obeyed I would have missed the manifestations of God’s power, and 
perhaps my ministry would have suffered the consequences. It is very difficult to obey 
when die presence of God is not evident, or when you just feel quite empty, but He 
comes if we will just obey! 

Unfortunately I have not always heard clearly or understood divine guidance and 
obeyed. Factors which have caused me to fail to do so include; the fear of man, die fear 
of consequences and pride. I share these experiences and these keys to divine guidance in 
the hopes that others will choose to be led by the Spirit and consequently be successful in 
their spiritual journey. 


New Testament Scripture: Acts 16:5-12 
This is a beautiful portion of Scripture which shows us divine guidance in the life 
and ministry of the Apostle Paul. Paul was on his second missionary journey widi Silas, 
after parting ways with Barnabas over disagreements about including John Mark. Paul 
and Silas were revisiting the churches in Asia Minor, and Paul longed to take the Gospel 
to other cities in Asia. However, on at least two occasions when he attempted to do so, 
the Holy Spirit stopped them. Thus we see that the Holy Spirit directs us in our service 
for the Lord by either constrainmg or restraining us—sometimes by opening a door, 
while at other times by closing a door.^ 


* David G. Peterson, The Acts of the Apostles, 1st edition (Grand Rapids, MI: Nottin gham , 
England; Eerdmans, 2009), 52. 
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There are times of uncertainty in the life of a Christian when it is difficult to 
discern God’s will. On such occasions God’s guidance is much sought after. There are 
other times when it is quite clear what God wants of us, yet obedience to His will does 
not produce the expected results. This can be quite perplexing. 

Having undoubtedly prayed and sought God’s direction, Paul and Silas were 
moving forw^d on their missionary journey as plarmed when the Holy Spirit stopped 
them. As Paul and Silas were prophets it is possible that a strong inner conviction bom of 
the Spirit caused them to realize that God did not want them to enter Asia at this 
particular time. Consequently they turned north and travelled along the eastern border of 
Mysia. Afterward, Paul and Silas decided to turn east and commence a work in Bithynia, 
a province on the shores of the Black Sea with many resident Jews. Once again the Holy 
Spirit prohibited them fi’om entering. They might have been puzzled, and may have felt 
that they were wasting their time, but during those moments of redirection Luke came on 
the scene.^ God is the Alpha and the Omega, and He orchestrates matters so that our 
paths cross with those He has ordained for us to work with or meet, in order for His 
divine purposes to be fulfilled in our lives. 

I felt called to pursue a doctorate in ministry, and after much research and looking 
into where God would have me go, I felt peace about making United Theological 
Seminary my choice. Initially I was drawn to the focus group I am in now, but I chose 
another one, t hinkin g I would be able to make divine guidance my project in that group. 
Before the first semester ended I felt in my spirit that I had chosen the wrong focus group 


® Richard E. Davies, St Paul in Macedonia: What the People Heard (CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform, 2013), 32. 
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for what God intended for me. The one I was in was wonderful, with beautiful people, 
but “Luke and others” whom I needed in my life were in the focus group I am now in. 

My pride almost kept me where I was, even though I knew I had made a mistake. 
The Holy Spirit stopped me and redirected me. Humility of heart and mind is so 
impoilmit, and is something I have too often lacked. There is much benefit in reflecting 
on the heart described in Proverbs 21:1 (NASB), “The king’s heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, like the rivers of water: He turns it wherever He wishes.” To be desired above all is 
a heart that is so soft and pliable that God can mold it and shape it and move it at will. 
God give us such a heart! 

The seven keys to guidance include circumstances, spiritual gifts, cotmsel or 
counselors, the inner witness, and supernatural manifestations like angels, dreams and 
visions. As you read this story about Paul and Silas on their second missionary journey, 
one can see aspects of these keys in operation. The infallible key to guidance is the grace 
of God such that we ought to cry out for an abundance of grace in order not make a 
mistake We know that God gives grace to the humble (see James 4:6). It is worth 
everything to avoid slipping off the right path. God’s heart is for us. He is a loving Father 
and has much at His disposal to keep us on the right track. 

While I was ministering in Chiapas, in southern Mexico, I was invited to a 
wedding for the daughter of a pastor I had met. Normally I do not enjoy parties when I 
could better use my time for evangelizing, but I accepted. 

At the wedding and reception which followed I met many pastors who tend to 
enjoy these festive occasions where delicious foods are in abundance. However, my focus 
was on leaving, so I asked one of the pastors to drive me to the area where the guerilla 
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leader was known to have his base. I wanted to speak to him about his soul and hopefully 
lead him to Christ. 

When the other pastors found out about my request tiiey begged him not to take 
me, because my life could be in dmiger. But I insisted, and out of respect they all gave in 
to my request, although quite reluctantly. So the pastor, his wife and I climbed into his 
old pickup and started our journey along a n^row two lane highway with no shoulders. 

The pastor warned me that we would run into many checkpoints commanded by 
the military that were out to guard the roads during this uprising. Afterwards we ran into 
several manned by the guerrillas themselves. He cautioned that my accent would betray 
me and cause us problems, so he asked me not to talk if at all possible when we were 
stopped by either the military or the guerrillas. 

After we entered into guerrilla territory the fields were on fire, and we could feel 
the heat from the flames a few feet away. The government claimed that the guerrillas had 
set the fires, but the guerillas said that the military had set the fires to bum them out. As 
we were driving to the headquarters of Commandant Marcos, deep in the jungles of 
Chiapas, God spoke to me and said, “Go to Cuba.” I resolved in my heart to go to Cuba 
after we evangelized the guerrilla leader. 

We arrived within yards of the base, where the pastor, whom I had discovered 
was the brother of the guerrilla leader, had a small church and coffee plantation nearby. 
We parked the pickup mid started walking toward the area believed to be the headquarters 
of the resistance army. Suddenly, out from the ground dozens of men popped up with 
rifles pointed at us. They apparently did not recognize him, and with rifles pointed at our 
heads, instructed us to return where we came from! Unfortunately I did not get to meet 
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Commandant Marcos or lead him to Christ, but by obeying the leading in my heart God 
spoke to me about going to Cuba. 

I don’t always understand the details of how God leads us but I have learned to 
obey, usually. It was an experience I will never forget, although it did not turn out as I 
expected. Nor will I forget that as I obeyed God used this dangerous trip to direct me to 
Cuba. 

A few years before this experience in Chiapas I was pastoring a small church in 
New Mexico. One day God spoke to my spirit and said “Go to Boston.” I barely had 
money for living expenses, but I checked on flights to Boston. Realizing I could buy a 
ticket, I immediately did so and was on my way. I had not been in Boston for years. 
Although I really knew no one there, I thought perhaps God wanted me to meet someone 
I knew or someone who knew me. 

Upon landing I walked briskly to all the other arrival gates, fixing my eyes on the 
arriving passengers. I did not recognize anyone, nor did anyone approach me. Now what? 
The excitement vanished, and now I began to doubt. 

I reminded myself that God’s word had been so clear. Not knowing what to do I 
rented a car and drove down every road north to south and east to west looking for the 
reason I was in Boston. As the hours passed I became more and more confused, but I 
knew He had spoken. In a state of despair, and knowing I couldn’t afford a hotel for the 
night, I cried out to God to help me find what He had sent me for. 

Suddenly I heard God’s voice in my spirit one more time: “Go to Harvard.” I had 
no idea where Harvard was, but found out it was just a few miles north. Upon arrival at 
Harvard, I discovered the campus filled vrith hundreds of people and not a single parking 
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space available. The students were having a 4**^ of July celebration with fiiends and 
family. When I finally found a parking space I jumped out of the car with camera in hand 
to go discover what God had for me. 

I did not walk more than a few feet when I looked up at the two-story building in 
fi'ont of me. Written on marble between the two stories were the words of Psalm 8:3-4 
(KJV), “When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which thou hast ordained: what is man, that thou art mindful of him?” My body lost all its 
strength under the power of God as those words came alive. Unable to remain standing, I 
dropped to the ground in fi-ont of himdreds of people and wept uncontrollably. 

May we never count the cost. Where God leads. He provides—eventually or 
sometimes even immediately. We remember how Mary took a pound of ointment of 
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, wiping His feet with her hair. The 
house was filled with the odor of the ointment. Then Judas Iscariot, who would betray 
Him asked, why this waste of money? The ointment could have been sold for three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor (see John 12:3-5). 

Spikenard speaks of peace (see Song of Solomon 4:13-14 and Galatians 5:22-23), 
and the number three hundred speaks of walking with God. Although I do not know how 
Mary felt, it might have been similar to what I was feeling as I dropped to the ground at 
the impact of seeing that Scripture. I bowed there on the sidewalk and adored Him, 
amazed that He was even mindful of me. I encourage you to go to your Boston often, and 
like Mary, wash His feet with your tears and dry them with your hair. God decides where 
He will meet with us in the place which He shall choose (see Deuteronomy 12:5,11,14, 
18,21,26). 
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If we make a habit of waiting upon the Lord, He will be there waiting for us every 
time. I remember hurrying home to be in a dedicated place in my home at a certain time 
every day where God would meet with me. Practicing the presence of the Lord aids us as 
we seek Him for guidance in our daily walk and for the important decisions in life. 

Many of us have read about the moves of God in centuries past when people like 
Madam Guyon, Fenelon, Michael Molinos, Theresa, John of the Cross, John Fletcher, 
David Brainerd and countless others experienced Christ in a more intimate way. 

Michael Molinos wrote a book called. The Spiritual Guide, in which he gives advice to 
those seeking more from God in his time. It is believed that he was bom in Saragossa, 
Spain, in 1627. Molinos was transferred to Rome and became one of the most trusted and 
esteemed confessors and perhaps die most influential clerical leader in Rome. 

As his popxjlarity grew, people flocked to hear him. Many made a commitment to 
his teachings and sat at his feet as his disciples. Even Louis XIV of France sent a cardinal 
to check on this rising phenomenon. His book was published in 1675, mid within six 
years it was translated into every major language of Western Europe.^ Michael Molinos 
taught people how to become right with God, how to bask in His presence and how to 
hear from God for divine guidance in all areas of their lives. 

Divine guidance was working in the life of Paul. They had been prevented by the 
Spirit to continue in the direction they had been taking when suddenly Paul had a vision 
of a man in Macedonia saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us. When he had seen 
the vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God had called 
us to preach the Gospel to them” (Acts 16:9-10 NASB). 


^ Miguel de Molinos, The Spiritual Guide of Miguel Molinos (lulu.com, 2012), 115-42. 
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We see that the keys of counsel or counselors were working among this group of 
missionaries, by the prayerful exchanges between Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke. They 
sought God earnestly to ascertain the leading of the Holy Spirit after He had prevented 
them from going into Asia. They were feasting upon God’s Word and the fellowship of 
one another, exchanging and comparing what each felt in their spirit, when the key of 
supernatural manifestations came by means of a vision. God uses visions to guide us 
many times. He will also use dreams or angels to guide us. It is important to be very 
sensitive to the Spirit in order to discern God’s will. 

We were created with a divine purpose in mind. In order to accomplish what we 
were created to achieve we need to make a deliberate effort to seek God’s will.* In the 
third chapter of his book. How to Find, Follow, and Fulfill God’s Will, Andrew 
Wommack explains that as a young person hungry to hear from God and know God’s 
will for his life, he began to read the Word of God several hours a day for eighteen 
months. Then one day these words came alive to him, ‘T beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1 KJV). 

Wommack states that was the first time God ever spoke into his heart by makin g 
that verse come alive. During the preceding eighteen months that he had been seeking 
God and studying his Word to determine God’s will, the Lord was preparing the ground.^ 

A fiiend of mine contacted me for coimsel some time back, seeking to find 
guidance in a particular area of her life. I felt in my spirit that she had done all she could 

* Andrew Wommack, Haw to Find, Follow, Fulfill God’s Will (Tulsa, OK: Harrison House Inc., 
2013), 2-4. 

® Wommack, How to Find, Follow, Fulfill God’s Will, 45. 
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or should do in the natural, and now was the time to just relax and spend hours in worship 
and mostly silent prayer, basking in the presence of God and thanking Him for the 
victory. This resonated with her spirit, and she proceeded to give herself to the Lord in 
this fashion. Being hidden with Christ will keep our heart tender and sensitive to discern 
the gentle, and at times not so gentle, leadings of the Spirit of God. 

Paul was mightily used of God in Macedonia. For a period of years I would 
minister in Macedonia frequently. On one occasion I visited the tomb of King Philip II of 
Macedonia (382-336 BC). He was the king of the ancient Greek kingdom of Macedon 
from 359 BC until his death in 336 BC. He was a member of the Argead dynasty of 
Macedonian kings and father of Alexander the Great. 

You will not usually find me in cemeteries, unless I am helping with a funeral, but 
I felt very drawn to visit this particular place. While there the power of God came over 
me so strongly that I had to lean against a pillar to avoid ending up on the floor. During 
this time God began to speak to me about the antichrist. Later, in some of the churches 
where I ministered, God continued to speak to me about the days of the antichrist, and 
what He would do in those days. It was quite remarkable. 

Even though the Greek Orthodox Church is the state religion of Greece, you can 
still feel the impact of Paul’s ministry throughout Greece. I preached in Athens, Corinth 
and throughout Macedonia, and there was, especially after my experience with God at the 
tomb of King Philip, a sense of the power of God and His p lans for an awakening in 
Greece. 

At the dedication of Christ in Luke 2:35 (NASH), Simeon prophesied over Mary 
and said, “A sword will pierce even your own soul—^to the end that thoughts from many 
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hearts may be revealed.” And a sword did pierce through her heart with the death of 
Joseph (while her children were still young) and later in watching the sufferings of 
Christ. 

God will often allow a sword to pierce our hearts by me an s of an illness, a 
financial need, the loss of employment or the death of loved ones. Only God knows what 
it will take to pierce our hearts. He will allow it in order to prepare our hearts to be able 
to hear the heart-cry of others. Perhaps they are standing next to you, or maybe 
somewhere in the room, but you will hear the cry of their hearts. 

Traveling fi-om Surabaya where I had been preaching in a church, to Jakarta 
where I would be teaching in a Bible college that evening, I met the owner of a private 
school in Lombok who was also traveling to Jakarta. She was on her way to an educators’ 
conference. Since I was stuck in the middle seat, which I dislike, I decided to pass the 
time visiting with the neighboring passengers seated in my row. The lady up against the 
window was the one fi-om Lombok and was dressed for the banquet taking place upon her 
arrival in Jakarta. 

After we visited in English for a while, I heard God speak to me. “Ask her to read 
John 3.” So I said, “Your English is wonderful; do you read as well as you speak 
English?” 

In ftaditional Indonesian humility she said, “I t hink so.” So I opened my Bible to 
John 3 and handed it to her. As she read she began to weep. Her tears cut through her 
black mascara, leaving dark spots on her beautiful light purple dress. She made it through 
the chapter with tears dropping down her face the entire time. 
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Once she had finished and handed my Bible back, I asked her if she understood 
what she had read and whether she had ever heard of a Bible. She answered no to both of 
my questions. I was amazed at the beauty of the ministry of the Holy Spirit. This woman 
had no idea what a Bible was and did not understand what she read, but still she wept all 
the way through the reading of the chapter. 

I asked her if I could explain the meaning to her, and she said yes. I proceeded to 
explain the plan of salvation mid led her to the Lord. At the airport we exchanged phone 
numbers mid said goodbye. A couple of hours later while I was teaching in the Bible 
school my phone went off. It was her, and so I read her text to my students, who had 
already heard about her midair conversion. 

In the text she said, “What is happening to me? I feel God so close to me, like my 
closest friend. Would you please come to Lombok and tell my family about Christ?” So I 
agreed, and six months later on my way back fi-om Eastern Europe I flew into the 
Mataram International Airport in Lombok, Indonesia. 

Several pastors had gathered fi-om other parts of Indonesia to be in the meeting 
scheduled there at the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church. Once we agreed on 
dates she had borrowed this church for our services. The service started at seven to 
escape the heat of the day. By the time we got to sleep, after visiting with the pastors, it 
was about two in the morning and I was exhausted. Just as I was falling asleep I felt 
something crawling up my leg. 

Being too tired to get up and check it out, I just brushed it away with my hand. 

This happened every time I started to actually fall asleep. I asked God to please speak to 
whatever was in bed with me so that I could sleep, but He did not answer that prayer. 
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So I started praying and asked, “God, do You want to speak to me?” I felt that 
such was the case, so I quieted my troubled spirit, and suddenly I heard these words, 
“Can you hem’ the cry? Can you hear the cry?” Then I heard it. I heard the cry of the lost 
and hurting people of the island of Lombok! 

My mother had called me once cr 3 dng because she heard the cry of the lost who 
were dropping into hell. I thought about her experience. Then I kept hearing the cries. 
God began to deal with me until it was time to get up for church. I forgot about the 
unwanted visitors under my sheets who turned out to be fire ants, but I wmi able to use 
them as an illustration in my sermon that day. You can probably imagine the title of my 
message that day: “Can you Hear the Cry?” 

The entire Christian and Missionary Alliance congregation and pastor were there 
in addition to the family members of the lady I met on the aiiplane. I shared what had 
happened to me over the last several hours and what God had spoken to me to preach. 
The altars were filled that day. Nearly everyone came forward to respond to the call of 
“Can You Hear the Cry?” Several of her family members came forward and gave their 
lives to Christ. 

Paul responded to the cry of the Macedonian man in his vision, and the harvest 
was great. Lydia, a business woman, and her family, believed and were baptized. Later 
Paul and Silas suffered persecution and were imprisoned. Even the keeper of the prison 
was saved and baptized, along with his entire household, when they saw the power of 
God and believed. 

The persecution came because Paul cast out the spirit of divination from a girl 
whose gift was making them rich. She was a modem day “prophetess” of a sort. She 
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knew things by the spirit of divination—which means we have to be very carefijl. Our 
motives must be always pure so that we minister from the right fountain. 

Throughout this paper I have addressed the need for divine guidance and the 
importance of brokenness in relation to that guidance. We saw brokenness in Abraham 
and in Paul and Silas. Gideon also faced brokenness at the end of his life especially. We 
looked at Mary, and how the prophet Simeon described the brokenness that enables a 
person running after God to discern the heart-cry in others as a consequence of that 
brokenness. 

There is a well-known American pastor who has ministered from a place of 
brokeimess for many years. He has spoken about it in several of his more than fifty 
published works. In Charles Stanley’s book, How to Let God Solve Your Problems: 12 
Keys to Finding Clear Guidance in Life’s Trials, he asks the question, “Have you ever 
needed to make a decision but had no idea what God wanted you to do? You wanted to 
do what was best, but you were not sure what that was. You were standing at a 
crossroads—a place where the road divides before you — and you wondered whether to 
turn right or left or stay where you were. God always has a plan in mind. The challenge 
for most of us is how to discover it. Many people make a mistake by believing they 
cannot discern His will. They think it is either hidden or difficult to know, or that He 
makes His will known to others but not to them. This just is not true. He is willing to 
speak to each one of us, but we must be in a position where we can hem: his voice. The 
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nation of Israel spent forty years wandering in the wilderness as a result of not listening 
to God.”i<> 

Are you standing at a crossroad, a place where the road divides before you, and 
you wonder whether to turn right, or left or stay where you are? We have all been there, 
probably many times, before and even after giving our life to Christ. 

Some people check their horoscope daily searching for guidance or to see what 
lies in store for them that day. Many Christians pull out their ‘horoscope’ in the form of 
Bible verses on small cards shaped like a loaf of bread and read them, usually at breakfast 
time, in much the same mmner to check out their daily predictions. Sadly, this is a form 
of witchcraft. Psychics, mediums, and tarot card readers are everywhere, and people flock 
to them hoping to find direction for their lives. These forms of guidance get their power 
from Satan. 

Christ said that He is the way, the truth, and the life (see John 14:6). Our journey 
does not stop at salvation, nor water baptism nor with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Those are foundational truths and experiences that take place in the outer court of the 
tabernacle. 

In Deuteronomy 1:6 (NKJV) the Lord said, “You have dwelt long enough at this 
mountain.” If we camp around a truth or an experience too long, it can become spiritual 
death to us. We must ever be moving forward in God. 

Paul tells the Corinthian church that he could not speak to them as spiritual, but as 
carnal believers, because they were babes in Christ. He explained that this immaturity 
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was evidenced by the envy, strife and divisions among them. He concluded that they 
would have to remain on a baby’s diet until they showed signs of growing up. 

In Hebrews 5:8-14, we are told that Christ learned obedience by the things He 
suffered. Then the author turns to the leaders and says, “For though by this time you 
ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary 
principles of the oracles of God. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not 
accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant But solid food is for the 
mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil” 
(verses 12-14 NASB). 

One of the primary secrets of living a life led by the Spirit of God is to remain 
hungry and desperate for God and thereby never to stop growing spiritually. The Word of 
God says that we will continue learning the mysteries of God’s grace throughout eternity. 

“The integrity of the upright will guide them” (Proverbs 11:3 NASB). The 
condition of our hearts determines whether we hear from our desires and emotions or 
from God for guidance. We need to keep our hearts, our minds and our spirits 
uncluttered, so that we can enjoy a life led by the Spirit of God and enter into all that He 
has prepared for us! 


Summary 

In I Corinthians 2:9-12 (NKJV) God declares that, “Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him. But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. For what man knows the things of a man 
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except the spirit of man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except 
the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.” 

These purposes of God for our life, which include whom we marry, our education, 
our spiritual life and ministry, our occupation, buying and selling, where we live, and all 
other significEUit choices in life, are ordained by God. 

God wants to guide us in the fulfillment of all these things. He wants to choose 
for us. He directs our life with divine guidance. In Romans we are told that those who are 
led by the Spirit of God are the sons (mature ones) of God. Hebrews tells us that spiritual 
growth is necessary. We cannot continue to feed on the elementary doctrines or we will 
not mature spiritually. We must desire the deeper teachings and exercise our senses to 
discern good and evil in order to perfect our faith. 

There are seven keys that God will use to get us to the places He has chosen for us 
and they are: 

1. The logos or written Word of God 

2. The rhema or quickened word from God 

3. Circumstances 

4. The spiritual gifts 

5. Coimsel or counselors 

6. The inner witness in our spirits—^peace 

7. Supernatural manifestations—^angels, dreams, visions 

The logos or written Word of God must never be contradicted. No guidance, 
regardless of where it comes from, should disagree with God’s written Word. We may 
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need to spend hours a day reading and meditating upon God’s Word so that when we 
need direction. His Word will be in us. The Holy Spirit will then take that Word and 
cause it to come alive, thus directing our path. 

In Proverbs 29:18 we are told that without a progressive vision, the people dwell 
carelessly, and cast off all restraint. “But happy is he who keeps the law” (NASB), We 
discussed the importance of a progressive vision when God spoke to the people of Israel 
and told them they had dwelt on that mountain long enough. If we camp around a 
doctrine or an experience too long, it can retard our spiritual growth. We need to ever be 
moving on in God. There is an abundance of spiritual life beyond salvation, water 
baptism and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. If we limit ourselves only to those 
experiences our waters will become stagnant and eventually lead to spiritual problems. 

Most of you have probably been to Israel and visited the place where the Sermon 
on the Mount took place, near the Sea of Galilee and the city of Capernaum. In the 
Sermon on the Mount, also known as the Beatitudes, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6 NKJV). And in 
the Lord’s Prayer, in Matthew 6:9-13 (NKJV), we are encouraged to pray, “Give us this 
day our daily bread.” I am convinced that as we remain hungry and cry out to God for our 
daily spiritual bread. He will cause His Word to come alive for us. He will speak to us on 
a daily basis and thus satisfy our longing for Him and our hunger for righteousness. 



CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 

Introduction 

We are told in Proverbs 11:3 (NASB), “The integrity of the upright will guide 
them.” The Rev. John William Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley, was one of these men—^his 
life a pattern to be imitated. Robert Southey said of him, “John Fletcher was a man of 
rare talents, and rm'er virtue. No age or country has ever produced a man of more fervent 
piety, or more perfect charity. He was a man of whom Methodism may well be proud, as 
the most able of its defenders; and whom the church of England may hold in 
remembrance, as one of the most pious and excellent of her sons.”^ Dr. Dixon, one of the 
greatest of Methodist preachers, observed, “I conceive Fletcher to be the most holy man 
who has been upon earth since the apostolic age.”^ 

John Wesley was a close friend of John Fletcher, and referring to him he used the 
Scripture, “Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: For the end of that man is 
peace (Psalm 37:37).” ^ Wesley also said of Fletcher’s wife, Mary Bosanquet, “She was 
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the only person in England whom I judged to be worthy of Mr. Fletcher.”'* Mary said of 
her husband after his death, “For his last months, he scarce ever lay down or rose up 
without these words in his mouth - I nothing have, I nothing am, My treasure’s in the 
bleeding Lamb, Both now and evermore.’”^ 

I have chosen this figure from Church history—a man whose life was one of 
intimacy with Christ and who sought divine guidance in all decisions pertaining to life 
and godliness. He was a pastor who tended his sheep with the deepest of love and care, 
often praying with them for God’s direction for their lives when they were having 
difficulty finding the clear leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Rev. John W. Fletcher was bom September 12,1729, as Jean Guillaume de la 
Flechere, to a wealthy family related to the EHjkes of Savoy. It is assumed that his 
original name was anglicized to help him be accepted by those whom he was later called 
to shepherd and to preach. He was of Swiss descent from Nyon, near Lake Geneva, 
Switzerland, where he was educated. 

As a young man he intended to enter the army. “Join the army he did, at the 
suggestion of his misguided counselors. He held a commission first under the Portuguese 
and then under the Dutch. But Providence was most notably at work in his life. At 
Lisbon, where he had recmited a band of his own coimtrymen to fight in the war between 
Portugal and Brazil, he was ready for the transport to sail. One morning the breakfast 
maid let the tea kettle fall upon his leg, which so scalded him that he h^ to keep his bed. 
Meanwhile the ship sailed for Brazil and was never heard from again. That divinity 
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which shapes our lives somet im es uses a small pivot on which to turn a career. Fletcher 
soon dismissed all thought of a military career.”^ 

While visiting Englemd in 1752, driven by a desire to learn English, he fell under 
the influence of Methodism and determined immediately to become a pastor. Five years 
later, at the age of twenty-eight, he was ordained by the bishop of Brnigor in the Anglican 
Church. After assisting John Wesley and preaching to French-speaking Swiss expatriates, 
he threw himself into assisting the vicar of Madeley. Madeley was such a rough town that 
Fletcher literally chased down sinners to share the gospel with them.^ 

Eight years after his induction at Madeley, the Countess of Huntingdon asked 
Rev, Fletcher to become the president of her newly founded Trevecca College for student 
ministers. This was no small honor since there were other clergymen who were better 
known to the Countess and who more fully shared her theological point of view. Fletcher 
accepted this position with the provision that it be changed to a part-time appointment so 
that he could remain the pastor at Madeley. 

John Fletcher was an opponent of extremism and a voluble contender for the need 
of each minister to be both a student and a man acquainted with contemporary events. So 
it might have seemed strange to those who knew him that his visits to the college became 
times of Pentecostal visitation, voluntary confession and heart-searching as well as 
delightful prayer meetings. The students at Trevecca College confessed that at times they 
did not know if they were in this world or the next. For days at a time they spent long 
hours doing nothing other than seeking the face of the Savior. However, this was 
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consistent with Fletcher’s constant urging of the students to seek God in order that they 
might become partakers of the divine promises and living examples of the power of God. 

Unfortunately, a controversy within the ranks of the Methodist societies prompted 
Fletcher to resign from the college since he was on the opposite side of the debate from 
the Countess of Huntingdon. His flock at Madeley received the news with as much joy as 
the students at Trevecca greeted it with tears. 

Although Rev. Fletcher’s style of preaching was not well received and did not 
attract support from fellow clergy or the wealthy of the area, however, he quickly made 
an impact with the poor. In his efforts to help the downtrodden, John Fletcher gave 
himself so fully to his ministry that his health finally broke. He later contracted 
tuberculosis Mid moved, with his wife Mary, to a warmer climate for recuperation. He 
never fully recovered and died on Sunday, August 14, 1785, at the age of fifly-five. His 
cast iron tomb lies in St. Michael’s churchyard next to that of his wife Mary and adopted 
daughter Sarah.* 


The Life and Ministry of John Fletcher 

John Fletcher was of the firm opinion that the Lord Jesus Christ seeks to manifest 
Himself to all bom again believers in tiiis life. At times his preaching would contain 
prophetic utterances. On one occasion he turned aside from his message to prophecy with 
great accuracy concerning the French Revolution, which did not start until four years 
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after his death. On other occasions he would, without warning, begin to lay hold of God 
for the healing of a parishioner. Many cases of these remarkable healings are on record.^ 
Fletcher was one of diat great and remarkable company of men raised up by God 
in the eighteenth century in connection with The Evangelical Awakening~a company 
which included George Whitefield, John and Charles Wesley, Daniel Rolands, Howel 
Harris and John Cennick. These men belonged to two main groups determined chiefly by 
their views on the subject of free will and sanctification. The controversy between them 
was, at times, acute and even bitter. But at the first anniversary of the opening of 
Trevecca College (later known as Cheshunt College) in August, 1769, the leaders of both 
parties were present and took part in the worship, the preaching and the partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper at a great communion service. 

John Fletcher was a powerful preacher and prolific writer. He tirelessly visited his 
flock and ministered to them. From the very begin ni ng of bis ministry he became known 
nationally, and many people from all stations in life would seek him out for divine 
guidance and prayer. His letters, also known as Letters on the Manifestation of Christ, 
give us remarkable insight into the heart of this soul winner who longed for everyone to 
encoimter Jesus Christ personally and experience Him throughout their lives. 

John Wesley said of Fletcher, “I was intimately acquainted with him for thirty 
years. I conversed with him morning, noon and night, without the least reserve, during a 
journey of many hundred miles. And in all that time I never heard him speak an improper 
word, or saw him do an improper action. Furthermore, in the last fourscore years I have 
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known many excellent men holy in heart and life; but one equal to him I have not known; 
one so uniformly and deeply devoted to God. So godly a man in every respect I have not 
found either in Europe or America. Nor do I expect to find another such on this side of 
Eternity.”^® 

In a letter addressed to Sib, Fletcher writes, “When 1 had the pleasure of seeing 
you last, you seemed surprised to hear me say that the Son of God, for purposes worthy 
of his wisdom, manifests himself, sooner or later, to all his sincere followers, in a 
spiritual manner which the world knows not of. This assertion appeared to you 
unscriptural, emotional, and dangerous. What I then advanced to prove is that it was 
scriptural, rational, and of the greatest importance. You requested that I write to you on 
this mysterious subject. God manifests himself to our spiritual senses; and that such 
senses exist, and are opened in, and exercised by regenerate souls, is what I design to 
prove in this letter, by the joint testimony of Scripture. The Scripture informs us that 
Adam lost the experimental knowledge of God by the fall. His foolish attempt to hide 
himself from his creator, whose eyes are in every place, evidences the total blindness of 
his understanding. The same veil of unbelief which hid God from his mind was drawn 
over his heart and all his spiritual senses. We, like him, are not only void of the life of 
God, but alienated from it. Though we have, in common with beasts, bodily organs of 
sight, hearing, tasting, smelling, and feeling, adapted to outer objects, we are not able 
thereby to experience God, unless we are ‘risen with Christ and taught of God.’ The 
things of God cannot be discovered but by spiritual, internal senses, which are, with 
regard to the spiritual world, what our bodily external senses are with regard to the 
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material world. They are the only medium by which experiences between Christ can be 
opened and maintained. The exercise of these senses is particular to those who are bom 
of God. They belong to what the apostles call ‘the new man, the inward man, the new 
creature, the hidden man of the heart.’ In believers, this hidden man is awakened by the 
power of Christ’s resurrection. Christ is his life, the Spirit of God his spirit, prayer and 
praise his breath, holiness his health, and love his element. We read of his hunger and 
thirst, food and drink, garment and lodging, armor and conflicts, pain and pleasure, 
fainting and reviving, growing, walking, and working. All this presupposes senses, and 
the more these senses are quickened by God and exercised by the bom again soul, the 
clearer Mid sponger is his perception of divine things.”^ ^ On the other hand, in 
unbelievers, the inward man is deaf, blind, asleep, past feeling; dead in trespasses and 
sins, and incapable of perceiving spiritual things. 

The Apostle Paul tells us that the natural man does not receive the things of the 
Spirit, for they are foolishness to him; neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned. The unbeliever has no sense properly exercised for this—“ things 
which eye hath not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of 
man, all that God has prepared for those who love him” (I Cor. 2:9 NASB). 

Abraham saw Christ’s day and was glad. Moses persevered, as seeing Him who is 
invisible. David prayed, “Open my eyes, that I may behold wonderful things from Your 
law” (Ps. 119:18 NASB). We see the importance of this in Revelation 3:18, where Christ 
counsels the Laodiceans to anoint their eyes with salve that they may see. 
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We can develop spiritual hearing Mid bring understanding to the Lord’s words of 
caution when He says, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Mark 4:9 NASB). In 
another Scripture it says, “Indeed their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot give heed. 
Behold, the word of the Lord is a reproach to them; they have no delight in it” (Jeremiah 
6:10 NKJV). John 8:47 (NKJV) states: “He who is of God hears God’s words.” Can it be 
supposed that our Lord spoke of outward hearing when He said, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and those who hear will live” (John 5:25 NKJV), Consider further: “My sheep hear my 
voice” (John 10:27 KJV). 

As believers, God wants to open our spiritual senses so that we can experience the 
spiritual realm. We can see Christ, see into heaven, and see things through the eyes of the 
Spirit. We can heM His voice. We can hear in the realm of the Spirit. We can hear the 
hearts of others around us by the Spirit. We can even smell the presence of God. 

All the natural senses can be activated spiritually, and we will find that God will 
use these to allow us to experience Him more fully and to give us divine guidance. 

Christ’s heart was pierced to atone for and to remove the hardness of ours. God promised 
to take from us a heart of stone and to give us a heart of flesh—a broken and contrite 
heart, the sacrifices of which He will not despise (see Ezekiel 36:26). As certainly as 
there is a spiritual life, there are senses calculated for the display and enjoyment of it. Our 
Lord settled this point when He decided to Nicodemus that no man can see the kingdom 
of God except he first be bom of God, bom of the Spirit (see John 3:5), Hence it appears 
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that a regenerate soul can have its spiritual senses opened and be made capable of 
discerning the spiritual world. 

According to Fletcher, sometimes the spiritual eyes are opened first. Then the 
believer reads the Scripture with new eyes. The marvelous Word of God is unsealed and 
everywhere it testifies of Him whom his soul loves. Sight being the noblest sense, this 
sort of manifestation is generally the brightest. 

Frequently Christ manifests Himself first and chiefly to the spiritual feelings. He 
t^es the burden of guilt and sin from the heavy-laden soul; and in its place imparts a 
strong sense of liberty, peace, love and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord will sometimes use spiritual manifestations to protect, encourage and 
guide His people. At times God will manifest Himself to direct us, just as He directed 
Noah to build an ark, Abraham to offer up Isaac, Nathan to reprove David and Balaam to 
bless Israel. Some people, according to Fletcher, are blessed with clearer, sttonger or 
earlier spiritual manifestations than others. However, sometimes God hides His face from 
those who sincerely seek Him. They sit begging by the wayside, and yet He does not 
seem to restore their spiritual sight. In all probability they are not able to bear certain 
spiritual manifestations until their hearts are strengthened for such revelation. 

In another of his letters, Fletcher starts off by saying that he will prove from 
Scripture that the Old and New Testaments abound with numerous accounts of God 
manifesting Himself supematurally in many ways, including the ministry of angels to 
speak to His people and to protect them. After giving many examples from both 
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Testaments, Fletcher states, “Sir, you will perhaps say that these manifestations ceased 
when Christ ascended to heaven. On the contrary, they became more frequent. If I am an 
enthusiast for expecting to be filled with the Holy Spirit, and by faith to behold the glory 
of God, as Stephen did before his martyrdom, I am countenanced by a multitude of tiie 
best and greatest men in the world.”^'^ 

Fletcher, in a letter to John Wesley, written November 24, 1756, addresses him 
saying, “I look upon you as my spiritual guide, and cannot doubt of your patience to hear, 
Mid your experience to answer my questions.”^^ In this letter Fletcher states that he first 
began to feel the love of God when he was seven years old, and at that time he decided to 
give himself to the service of the Church. He tells John Wesley about decisions he made 
with regard to education, military service, and the disappointments that occasioned his 
moving to England. He states that while in England he was “called outwardly three times 
to go into the ministry”, but upon praying to God he felt that if those calls were not of 
God, they might come to nothing. According to Fletcher, God used circumstmices to 
close those doors at that particular time. 

The day came when conditions appeared to begin to fall into place for Fletcher to 
enter into the ministry. In this same letter to John Wesley, he recounts how circumstances 
seem to be developing in that regard. He tells Wesley that although his heart tells him to 
try, he is not sure that he is fit for the ministry. So he reaches out to Wesley seeking 
God’s guidance through the advice and counsel of his friend. Then, in a letter to Charles 
Wesley, dated March 22,1759, he mentions an invitation for him to minister in the West 
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Indies, and in the same letter he reminds Charles that he considers him a father in the 
faith and a trusted advisor.*® 

In Isaiah 11, the prophet talks about the seven Spirits of the Lord among which is 
the Spirit of Counsel. Counsel is one of the seven keys to guidance that I mentioned in 
my Biblical Fovmdations paper. Fletcher’s life reveals that he sought God’s guidance 
each step of the way. While not having specifically listed these seven keys, Fletcher lived 
his life constantly looking to God to manifest Himself by a variety of means to direct him 
in his decisions. In another letter to Charles Wesley, dated September 26,1760, Fletcher 
thanks him for the advice he has so repeatedly given him—not to resist Providence, but to 
follow its leadings. 

By September 9,1763, Fletcher was just three days away fi'om turning thirty-four. 
On this date he responded to a question fi’om Charles Wesley, “with respect to women”. 
He responds by saying that it was true what Scripture says about a good wife being a gift 
from God. He goes on to write that although there may be one wife in a thousand, would 
anyone participate in a lottery where there are 999 poor choices and only one prize? Even 
if he could find this one treasure, what would he gain by it? Only a distressing refusal. 
Why would such a woman choose such a man as he? 

Fletcher gives Charles a list he had written: Reasons for and Against Marriage}^ 
However, fi’om other books on the life of John Fletcher, I have learned that as he grew 
older, especially into his thirties and forties, a lot of pressure was put upon him to get 
married. 
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Nearly twenty years earlier, Fletcher had mentioned his attraction for Mary 
Bosanquet in a letter to Charles Wesley. He said, “Her image pursued me, and that so 
warmly, that I should perhaps have lost my peace, and I have been more than ever on my 
guard against admitting the idea of matrimony.”** 

Although Fletcher was greatly attracted to Mary, he made no attempt to engage 
the idea of courtship or matrimony due to her wealth. However, the day came when Mary 
was exiled from her own home on account of her affiliation with the Lord’s people. 

When at last she was literally stripped of everything she possessed, so that the barrier of 
wealth at last no longer existed, they were united in marriage on November 12,1781. 
Fletcher was fifty-two at the time. 

Commenting on his marriage Fletcher said, “Some of you perhaps may be a little 
surprised at the step my dearest fiiend and I have taken. But I assure you it was the result 
of much prayer and mature deliberation. Five and twenty ago, when I first saw my dear 
wife, I thought, if I ever married, she would be the person. But she was too rich for me to 
think of it. So I banished every thought of the kind. For many years after, I had a distaste 
to a married life, thinking it impossible to be as much devoted to God in a married state 
as in a single life. But this objection was removed by reading, ‘Enoch begat sons and 
daughters. And Enoch walked with God, and was not; for God took him.’ I saw then, that 
if Enoch, as the head of a family, might walk with God, and be fit for translation, our 
souls, under the gospel dispensation, might attain the highest degree of holiness in a 


** John Fletcher, 96. 
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similar state. Mary and I are both well assured that the step we have taken has the full 
approbation of God.”^’ 

In a letter to Charles Wesley, Fletcher talks about the controversy that existed 
between Calvinists and Armenians and expresses his prayers for peace and harmony. 
After this comment he states that he still looks for an inward and outward manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit He also mentions that he had received letters from preachers who 
condemned his association with Methodism and the Wesley brothers. To anotiier pastor 
he writes, “I have of late thought much upon a method of reconciling the Calvinists and 
the Armenians. I have met some Calvinist ministers who seem inclined to a plan of 
pacification. I think this would be possible if we would but look one another in the face, 
and fall together at the feet of Jesus Christ. Let us pray, hope, wait, and be ready to cast 
our mite of endeavor toward the blessing of reconciliation.”^® 

This controversy was a very heavy burden upon the heart of Fletcher, who had a 
relationship with both camps and who, in hopes of bringing healing, published “A 
Double Dissertation upon the Doctrines of Grace and Justice,” in an effort to “reconcile 
all the candid Calvinists and candid Armenians, and be a means of pointing out the way 
in which peace and harmony might be restored to the Church. 

Fletcher was known to declare, “The spiritual life of the soul consists in its imion 
with God, as the natural life of the body does in its union with the soul: and as poison and 


Smith, Fletcher of Madeley, 64—65. 

Fletcher, Letters of the Rev. John Fletcher, Vicar ofMadeley, 138. 
Fletcher, 135. 
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the sword kill the latter, so unbelief and sin destroy the former.In George Lawton’s 
biography of Fletcher he further states: “In his presence men became aware of God and 
of the spiritual realm to an extraordinary degree. He taught that union with God is the 
object of Christian spirituality, and that there are three spiritual prerequisites without 
which holiness is impossible. These are humility, expectation (hope), and resi gnat ion. 

The humility that looks up for all that the soul needs in its pilgrimage toward perfection, 
and the lively expectation that God will supply those needs, must be matched by 
complete resignation to the divine will as to how this takes place.”^^ 

Mary Fletcher (September 12,1739 — December 9,1815), and her husbmd John 
Fletcher (September 12,1729 - August 14,1785), strongly believed in divine guidance, 
and they sought God and His Word daily in this regard. They both believed that God used 
dreams and visions as means of divine guidance, and they talk about this in their 
individual journals. 

In one of her journal entries, dated Wednesday, January 13,1790, Mary talks 
about a visit she received two days prior, “A gentleman and his wife came to see me from 
a considerable distance. He told me that for two years he had walked in the full liberty of 
the sons of God. But for the last eight years he had been in the darkness of unbelief. I was 
led to speak freely on the way of faith. I mentioned an instance I had lately heard about a 
good woman who, when in prayer, had a sight of paradise where she saw the Lord sitting 
in the midst of the glorified spirits. Then proceeded from him such beams of purity, light 
and glory as penetrated them until they were all irradiated and shone with His Glory. She 

George Lawton, Shropshire Saint: A Stucfy in the Ministry and Spirituality of Fletcher of 
Madeley (Place of publication not identified: Wipf & Stock, 2014), 97. 


George Lawton, 110—113. 
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saw also the same glory stream down on the saints below, and they, in the same manner 
keeping their eyes on the Lord, were divinely changed. But when any of them turned 
away their eyes, they received his beams no longer. The same glory still shone round 
them, but they complained of being barren and dry and that they could get no answer in 
prayer. I observed that I thought this was his case. If we keep faith m exercise, we shall 
and must receive; for we may have of God what we will take of Him. As I spoke, I said in 
my heart, Tf this is the truth as it is in Jesus, Lord, set to thy seal!’ And so He did. For the 
power of God came down on the gentleman and constrained him to cry out, ‘Oh, now I 
feel it again! I feel the power of God go through me! When I came into this room, my 
heart was as hard and as heavy as if the whole world lay on it. But now it is all gone, and 
I feel the power of God penetrate my whole frame.’ His wife also was much affected, and 
I trust the blessing will abide.”^'* 

This vision is remarkable in itself, but even more so by the way Mary was led by 
the Spirit—^by a word of knowledge and a word of wisdom—^to take this vision and apply 
it to this couple’s backsliding, bringing them back to a place of complete restoration. 

Mary did not condemn or look down on the couple. She spoke firmly about living a life 
of faith. Then once the Word had been proclaimed, she felt that this vision would be used 
of God as a key to unlock the door to their freedom. It is a beautiful story, and only one 
of many instances where God guided them and used dreams and Adsions in their ministry 
to give guidance to others. 


Henry Moore and D. Curtis Hate, The Life ofMrs. Mary Fletcher: Consort and Relict of the 
Rev. John Fletcher (Salem, OH: Schmul Publishing Company, Incorporated, 1997), 171-172. 
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In Wesley’s Works, Volume XI, John Wesley gives a rather extensive biography of 
the life of John Fletcher. His opening remarks are, “No man in England has had so long 
an acquaintance with Mr. Fletcher as myself. Our acquaintance began almost as soon as 
he arrived in London, about the year 1752, before he entered into Holy Orders, or, I 
believe, had any such intention; and it continued uninterrupted between thirty and forty 
years, even until it pleased God to take him to Himself. Nor was ours a slight or ordinary 
acquaintance; but we were of one heart and of one soul. We had no secrets between us for 
many years; we did not purposely hide an 3 lhing from each other. From time to me he 
consulted me, and I him, on the most important occasions; and he constantly professed, 
not only much esteem, but, what I valued far more, much affection. He told me in one of 
his letters, -1 doubt not from the heart, ‘Tecum vivere amem; tecum obeam lubens’ (With 
thee I gladly would both live and die.).”^^ 

The Wesleys and the Fletchers, and for that matter the Methodists at that time, 
believed strongly in the miraculous. John Wesley gives us an account of a day in the life 
of John Fletcher when he almost drowned, but God miraculously saved him. One witness 
told Fletcher, “I looked when you went under the mill, and again when you rose on the 
other side; and the time of your being immerged among the piles, was exactly twenty 
minutes.” Of this event John Wesley wrote, “Some will say this was a miracle. 
Undoubtedly it was. It was not a natural event; but a work wrought above the power of 
nature, probably by the ministcy of angels. 


Wesley, The Works of John Wesley Third Edition Complete and Unabridged 14 FOURTEEN 
VOLUMES COMPLETE, 275. 


Wesley, 279. 
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Circumcision of the heart is a message that was widely preached and taught 
among Methodists in the time of the Wesleys and Fletchers. In his works, John Wesley 
talks about one of his messages on this subject. He states, “On January 1, 1733,1 
preached before the University, in St. Mary’s church on The Circumcision of the Heart, 
an account of which I gave in these words: ‘It is that habitual disposition of soul which, 
in the sacred writings, is termed holiness; and which directly implies, the being cleansed 
from sin, from all filthiness both of flesh and spirit, and, by consequence, the being 
endued with those virtues which were in Christ Jesus; the being so renewed in the image 
of our mind, as to be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect (Vol. V, p. 203). In that 
same sermon I observed, ‘Love is the fulfilling of the law, the end of the commandment. 
It is not only the first great command, but all the commandments in one, ‘Whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, 
they are all comprised in this one word, love. In tiiis is perfection, and glory, and 
happiness: The royal law of heaven and earth is this, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.’ 
The one perfect good shall be your one ultimate end. One thing shall ye desire for its own 
sake, - the fruition of Him who is all in all. One happiness shall ye propose to your souls, 
even a union with Him that made them, the having fellowship with the Father and the 
Son, the being joined to the Lord in one spirit. One design ye are to pursue to the end of 
time, - the enjoyment of God in time mid in eternity. Desire other things, so far as they 
tend to this; love the creature, as it leads to the Creator. Let every affection, and thought. 
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and word, and action, be subordinate to this. Here is the sum of the perfect law, the 
circumcision of the heart.”^’ 

The righteous throughout Church history have expressed circumcision of the heart 
in different ways, but it ends up being the same truth. In Galatians 2:20-21 (nasb), Paul 
put it this way, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly.” 

The greater our response to the inner workings of the Spirit in our heart, the more 
pliable and sensitive we become to the leading of the Spirit, It is a journey that can be 
accomplished in varied amounts of time, depending on how we respond to God, We want 
God to cut away fi’om our heart the hardness that is there, and give us a tender heart free 
from the hardness of the flesh with which we were bom. 

Conclusion 

Church history is filled with examples of men and women who chose the way of 
holiness, who enjoyed an unfolding intimacy with Christ and who experienced an open 
heaven. I chose John Fletcher because he is one of my favorite examples in Church 
history of someone led by the Spirit. Fletcher has numerous biographers, among them 
John Wesley, who knew him personally during his entire ministry. 

Fletcher once cried out in prayer for the Lord to allow him to see everything more 
clearly so as not to mistake a shadow for the real thing, nor to put any creature in the 


Wesley, 366-368. 
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place of God. After all. The Lord is the One to be loved, admired, and sought after with 
all one’s heart and soul. On another occasion, reflecting on his inner experience he said 
that he was favored like Moses was in that he had discovered the Glory of God through 
an unspeakable experience of Him not knowing whether, like Paul, he was in his body or 
out of his body. 

Spe^ng at the Conference of 1781, he declared: “I am fi*ee from sin.”^* This 
statement was then, mid still remains, controversial with some. We do know that Fletcher 
enjoyed unimpeded communion with God, and this is, undoubtedly, what we are to desire 
as well. 

Fletcher’s life and work reveal a wonderful consistency, Humility, sincerity, 
honesty, fearlessness, single-mindedness and holy calmness shine all the way through 

them. To follow his romantic life, to see him at his canonical duty, to pick up the pages 
beneath his controversial pen, to study his theology, and to sympathetically approach his 
sanctity is to discover the golden thread of tiiat consistency, which is the truth and love of 
God in Jesus Christ. It is recorded of Fletcher that in the quietness of a study no larger 
than a small monk’s cell he would write upon his knees, “with tears of faith and hope and 
love upon his cheeks.”^® 

Fletcher believed that we can experience God. In his Defense of Experimental 
Religion, he points out several scriptural references and explains their meaning. “It is not, 

then, without reason that God sums up all inward religion in this glorious promise, 

Ezekiel 11:19, ‘I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart 


Lawton, Shropshire Saint, 12. 
Lawton, 131. 
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of flesh.’ A feeling instead of a callous heart. And it is to be feared, that banishing feeling 


out of religion, in a zeal against enthusiasm, will not a little countenance people in the 
badness of their heart. They feel little enough already, God knows: why then should they 
be encouraged from the pulpit to feel less still, when the horrible consequence is to 
become past feeling in the end, and then ‘work all manner of uncleanness with 
greediness, as too many baptized heathen daily do, and glory to do? 

To the above mentioned passage, I will add Hebrews 5:14, where strong believers 
are said to have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. From thence, it 
appears that one that is bom of God has spiritual senses, just as the natural man has 
bodily senses. He is endued with spiritual sight, taste, touch, smell, and hearing. See and 
taste how good the Lord is. With a spiritual feeling, whereby, through the power of the 
Highest overshadowing him, he perceives the presence of Him in whom he lives, and 
moves, and has his being, and in paticular feels the love of God shed abroad in his heart 
through the Holy Spirit given imto him. Yea, with spiritual hearing, also, so that he hea-s 
the voice of the Good Shepherd, and in hearing, he hardens not his heart.”^^ 


Reverend John Fletcher, The Works of Reverend John Fletcher - Volume 4 (Grace Works 
Multimedia, 2013), 31, 



CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 

Introduction 

Theologians throughout Church history have understood that God most definitely 
can and does speak to His people at a personal level. Sadly, some disagree and deprive 
their followers firom a more intimate walk with God. God speaks in many ways, primarily 
through His Word but also through our senses. 

I will show in this Theological Foundations paper how theologians past and 
present think about believers hearing revelation from God as perceived by their senses. I 
will explain from a biblical point of view that this fellowship with God is food for our 
spirit and provides what Wesley called ‘Christian experience’ and John Fletcher called 
‘experiential religion.’ 

It is my very sincere prayer that this research, although brief, will give the reader 
an increasing desire to know God more intimately. The Lord desires this and will provide 
all that we need to make it possible and to satisfy our hunger and thirst for Him. 

In the early 1990s I was leading a missionary conference in the western part of the 
United States. It was a big event with renowned speakers, and I was responsible for the 
outcome. A bit nervous and wanting everything to move along perfectly, I opened the 
conference on Sunday morning with prayer. In the middle of my prayer I had a vision of 
St. Francis of Assisi. I had heard his name before and knew that he was considered a 
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Catholic saint. That was all I knew. I hated to end my prayer because I did not know what 
to do with this vision. Upon finishing the prayer, I turned to the speaker for that morning, 
with all eyes upon my bewildered face, and quietly asked, “Who is Francis of Assisi?” 

Seeing my shocked look, he said, “It is okay. He is in heaven, and I am opening 
my message this morning with a quote from his writings.” I did not share my vision with 
the audience because I did not fiilly understand God’s purpose behind it. However, when 
I told the guest speaker afterwards he was quite excited about it. 

For a long time after receiving that vision I began reading everything I could lay 
my hands on about St. Frmicis’ life. Then a few years later while ministering in Italy I 
decided to take a full day to see the sights in Rome. Delighted to be a tourist for a day, I 
began to get ready when suddenly God spoke to me saying, “Go to Assisi.” I did not even 
know where that was, except that it was somewhere in Italy, and I had only this day fi'ee. 

I walked to the nearby train station and discovered that a train was about to leave for 
Assisi, and that I would be able to get the last train back in the evening. Off I went, 
bewildered and excited. 

When I arrived, God’s guidance did not continue, so I headed to the newer part of 
the city, past St. Clare’s Chmch until I reached the Cathedral of St. Francis—where he is 
buried. I looked everywhere, waiting for furtiier guidance, but nothing came nor was the 
presence of God obvious to my senses. I prayed at his tomb asking God why I was there, 
knowing I would have to catch a train back to Rome in a few hours. No answer. 
Discouragement and worry began to set in. 

Not finding the reason for my trip in the newer section of Assisi, I walked to the 
old city and visited the church where Francis was raised. A huge wedding with hundreds 
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of guests was taking place. Desperate to find the reason why God sent me to Assisi, I 
walked up to the altar right behind the bride and groom, receiving looks that you can only 
imagine, I continued down the other side of the church when suddenly the powerful 
presence of God came, and God said, “This is where Francis experienced his stigmata.” 
This was the culmination of those years of studying his life and imderstanding the 
importance of embracing the sufferings of the Cross as St. Francis did. What a relief to 
finally imderstand why God had sent me to Assisi. It was late, and I had to run to catch 
the last train to Rome. 

Augustine said, “You have formed us for Yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in You!” Every one of us, from the creation of mankind, 
has experienced that void, that emptiness in our spirit that can only be satisfied with 
Christ. We even read in Romans 8:19 that creation itself waits and groans for the 
manifestation of God in His Church. This cry, this restless heart of ours can be satisfied 
with nothing else but the Spirit of Christ and a life of fellowship with Him, where He 
communicates His love and His will to us. 

In Numbers 11:12, Moses understood that he was called to be a nursing father to 
the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness. Those of us who have learned to hear 
fi'om God are also called to be nursing fathers and mothers in a spiritual sense, teaching 
others under our care and responsibility and guiding them to spiritual maturity. 

My own journey began at the age of five or six on the mission field as a son of 
missionary parents. After I gave my life to Christ, a deep hunger for God began to grow. 
At the age of eleven or twelve Christ appeared to me one night after I had gone to bed. 
Suddenly it seemed like someone had turned the light on in my room. I opened my eyes 
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and there standing next to my bed was Jesus, and I noticed that above His head the light 
bulb was off, yet my room was illuminated by His glory. He told me He wanted me to 
preach and prepare the Church for His second coming. From that moment on He began to 
open up His Word to my mind and heart in a greater measure. I began to seek Him more 
because I knew my purpose and calling. 

I started having dreams and visions. Althou^ I have heard His audible voice a 
few times, mostly I hear Him in my spirit and through these dreams and visions. I 
resonate with the cry of creation because my longing for Him seems to only increase with 
the passing of time. 


Experiential Religion 

Ten years ago I felt two words spelled out in my spirit. These words have never 
left me, and I wondered what they meant for me. I felt at the time that I was supposed to 
write on the subject. Although I tried writing some articles, I did not get very far with it. 
Then, after getting a master of divinity degree, I began to feel the desire to pursue a 
doctorate of ministry degree. The same seminary where I received my MDiv wanted me 
to continue there for my doctoral degree, but I felt drawn elsewhere without knowing 
where elsewhere was. 

Eventually, I felt peace about attending United Theological Seminary. After one 
semester I was introduced to the Randy Clark Scholars, the group of which I am now a 
part. It became settled in my heart that my journey had led me, with some imsure footing 
at first, to this group. Suddenly the desire to write on divine guidance returned, and when 
I requested to do my project on this subject, it was welcomed. 
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I have been very privileged to be in this group for two semesters mid counting. 
The intensity of my desire to write and speak on this subject has steadily increased over 
this past year. I hope to continue my research and, hopefully, write a book on divine 
guidance in the near future. I needed my experience at United to make this possible. 

I have enjoyed the exposure to, and the ministry of, UTS and Global Awakening. 
All of our group mentors have spoken on a personal relationship with Christ and on the 
supernatural manifestations of God. Dr. Randy Clark, Dr. Tom Jones, Dr. SueLee Jin, Dr. 
Andrew Park, Dr. David Watson, and Dr. Luther Oconer, along with the leadership and 
special guest speakers at UTS, Voice of the Prophets and Voice of the Apostles, have 
succeeded in stirring my spirit, and have caused me to understand that God led me here 
for personal enrichment suid spiritual growth. 

In her book. Fits, Trances, & Visions, Arm Taves addresses “Experiencing 
Religion and Explaining Experience from Wesley to James.' At the time she wrote this 
book. Dr. Taves was professor of the History of Christianity and American Religion at 
the Claremont School of Theology and professor of Religion at the Claremont Graduate 
University. The title of her book caught my eye, and her title seems to reveal her 
sentiments, although she does research and talk about the different views in these matters. 

She divides her book into three time periods: 1) 1740 to 1820—examining the 
debate over trances, visions and other involuntary experiences. 2) 1820 to 1890—looking 
at the disestablishment of churches, the decline of Calvinist orthodoxy, the expansion of 
Methodism and the birth of new religious movements. 3) 1890 to 1910—exploring the 


^Aim Taves, Fits, Trances, and Visions: Experiencing Religion and Explaining Experience from 
Wesley to James (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1999), 3. 
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implications of new ideas about the subconscious mind, hypnosis, hysteria and 
dissociation for the understanding of religious experience. 

Throughout her book she follows evolving debates about whether fits, trances Mid 
visions are natural (and therefore not religious) or supernatural (Mid therefore religious). 
She also addresses William James’ interpretation that these experiences are both natural 
and religious. 

Of particular interest to me were her observations concerning these matters in the 
life of John Wesley and the Methodist movement. She states that John Wesley started 
using the term ‘experience’ later than Edwards, who in his Treaties on the Religious 
Affections talked about Christian experience. Wesley later referred to “what the children 
of God experience” and “the experience of all real Christians” in a sermon entitled “The 
Witness of the Spirit.” This sermon was based upon Romans 8:16 (NKJV), “The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” The idea of ‘real 
Christian experience’ remained central to Wesley’s thinkin g and to the Methodist 
movement as a whole. The idea of the witness of the Spirit first appCM'ed in Wesley’s 
writings in the early 1730’s.^ 

“Just as dreams, visions, and involuntary bodily movements came to the fore in 
the context of Reformed discussions of the ‘indwelling of the Holy Spirit’, they were also 
never far from the surface of Methodist discussions of ‘the witness of the Spirit.’^ Both 
Jonathan Edwards in his accounts of the awakening in New England, Mid John Wesley 
during the Methodist movement, agreed these experiences were no sure sign of salvation 


^Taves, Fits, Trances, and Visions, 50. 
^Taves, Fits, Trances, and Visions, 52. 
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and, second, that the witness of the Spirit (experience) must be tested by the fruits of the 
Spirit (practice).'* 

Proverbs 30:1 (KJV) says, “The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the 
prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal.”Agur means “to harvest”; 
Jakeh means “to obey”; Ithiel means “God Almighty has arrived”; Ucal means “to eat 
freely” (i.e. Jer. 15; 16). Then in verse two Agur’s cry goes forth, “Surely I am more 
brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a man. I neither learned wisdom, 
nor have the knowledge of the holy.” Despite the beautiful meaning of his name, Agur’s 
cry is the cry of a person who has seen his heart in a greater light and demonstrates his 
acknowledgment of the destitution of his soul. T hi s process of repentance in our lives, to 
the extent that we allow it, will make us different. The knowledge of the holy is given to 
those who face this new revelation of their uncircumcised heart and allow God to 
circumcise their heart and remove the power of the flesh over them. 

Agur’s name means to harvest. We all want to be a part of this great harvest, but 
Agur’s obstacle was his brutishness or harshness. On one occasion I spoke to a bilingual 
audience through an interpreter. God’s presence was evident. We spent much time at the 
altar meeting with God and asking Him to search our hearts to remove all the hindrances 
so that we could more freely eat and partake of the knowledge of the holy. 

At this same Bible school I remember that a student from India, t h in king I would 
surely understand, pulled me aside after a chapel service and said, “Oh, Bob, did you 
smell that?” Now this was a building built in the 1800s I believe. At any rate it was old 
and did not smell all that great by itself. Seeing my bewildered look, she went on to say. 


* Taves, Fits, Trances, and Visions, 53. 
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“There was a beautiful smell of God’s presence a few minutes ago during chapel.” I, 
however, had not smelled it. 

Then a few months later I was sent to New York City for practical ministry, and I 
was assigned to a coffee house in Greenwich Village as well as other forms of street 
evangelism. There were about a dozen of us, and we lived in a three or four story house 
in Brooklyn. My room was on the top floor facing a stinky alley. The odor continually 
filled my room, and if I opened my window it was even worse. 

One afternoon before going out for evening evangelism I took a nap. W hi le I was 
asleep I saw King David dancing before the Ark of the Covenant. It was a beautiful 
dream. I was awakened by classmates yelling to me that the van was ready to leave, aid I 
needed to get down there. Upon awakening, however, I could smell the presence of the 
Lord. It was so wonderful that all I wanted to do was just stay there forever, but the 
yelling continued. As I closed my door on the way out I asked, “Oh, God, will you please 
stay until I get back?” I could think of nothing else all evening. Upon our return I flew up 
the stairs, but He was gone, and my room was smelly again. I thought about my Indian 
classmate and hoped that she was having many more such encounters experiencing God. 

In his book. Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with God, 
Dr. Dallas Willard takes us to the road to Emmaus in Luke 24:13-35. In verses 30-32 the 
disciples recognized the resurrected Christ when He broke bread with them. In verse 32 
(NASB), thinking about that walk with the Lord, they said “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the 
Scriptures to us?” 
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On this road to Emraaus, a village about seven miles northwest of Jerusalem, 
Jesus caught up with two of His heartbroken disciples in a visible form that they did not 
recognize. He listened to them as they told Him their sad story about the recent events 
surrounding the life of Jesus. He responded by walking them through the Scriptures and 
showing them that all that had taken place was ordained by God mid spoken of in the 
Word of God. 

As they approached the village, Jesus made as though He would continue on His 
journey, but the disciples begged Him to stay, and He did. Shortly thereafter, as they sat 
for a meal, Jesus took bread and blessed it and broke it then gave it to them, mid their 
eyes were opened, and they knew Him. Then He vanished from them. 

They rehearsed the events of the day, especially since Jesus had caught up with 
them, and returning to Jerusalem they told the eleven disciples and those gathered with 
them. They stressed that Jesus had become known to them in breaking bread.^ 

As they were speaking, suddenly Jesus appeared and stood in the midst of them. 
They became frightened, but His response was, “See My hands and My feet, that it is I 
Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have” (Luke 24:39 NASB). 

John brings this up again in I John 1:2-3 (NASB), “For the life was manifested, 
and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show you that eternal life which was with the 
Father, and was manifested imto us. That which we have seen and heard declare we unto 
you, that you also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the 


^Dallas Willard, Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with God, Updated and 
Expanded edition (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2012), 287-88. 
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Father and the Son.” I am moved by this portion of Scripture in particular. Every time I 
read my Bible I pray that He will break the bread of life and cause me to behold 
marvelous tilings from His Word. 

This portion of Scripture came alive to me in my late teens and early twenties and 
especially when my mother was killed. I went into a deep depression which lasted about 
thirty days. The anointing would still come when I had to preach from church to church, 
but every minute of my private time I was in deep depression and questioning God. 

When the one month anniversary of my mother’s death approached, I decided that 
since she died outside of the will of God, I would drive the few hours to her gravesite and 
raise her from the dead. So I made the drive and stayed with my brother who had a big 
house but very little furniture. I threw some blankets on the floor in one of the spare 
bedrooms where I would sleep before going to the cemetery the next day to raise her 
from the dead. 

Somewhere about four in the morning I heard footsteps down the hallway coming 
in my direction. I figured it was just my brother, but the footsteps kept coming in my 
direction and eventually entered my room. I opened my eyes as I lay on the floor and 
could only see about knee high without raising my vision. What I saw still comes back to 
me from time to time during altar calls. The first thing I saw were the scars from the nails 
that were driven through His feet. His marks are there forever as an eternal reminder of 
His and the Father’s sacrifice. As I was lost in the moment Christ said to me, “Go to the 
living room.” 

So I got up, showered and got dressed to go to the living room. Once there, under 
conviction that I had not had devotions for thirty days, I opened my Bible to where I had 
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left off thirty days ago in the Gospel of John. It stiU seems humorous to me, but I did not 
know what else to do. I no longer saw Him, but His Presence was strongly felt. Then 
suddenly words began to form in front of me which read, “Would you give Me your 
mother?” 

As I continued to stare at these words I was stunned to hear Him repeat the 
question audibly asking, “Would you give Me your mother?” 

My spontaneous response was “Yes!” As I said yes, all the darkness and 
depression in my soul left instantly! 

These personal encounters with the Lord have had a profound impact on my 
spiritual life. However, some believers avoid intimacy with God for fear of being 
deceived. Dr. Willard addresses these concerns and more in the appendix to his book on 
hearing God. He lists ten questions for us to consider in relation to developing a 
conversational relationship with God: 

1. How can I know God is speaking to me? 

2. What about when we don’t hear from God? When God does not seem to 
answer us? 

3. How do I know I am not hearing the voice of Satan? 

4. Why do some people seem not to hea* God’s voice? What are they to do? 

5. What am I to think when someone tells me that God told them something 
about me? Can I count on that? 

6. What do leaders need to think about in terms of hearing from God? 

7. What sort of Bible reading helps us become the kind of people who are 


better able to hear God? 
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8. What sort of use of the Bible does not help us hear God? 

9. How does our view of God affect if and how we hear God speak? 

10. Is it true to say that hearing God isn’t very scientific?® 

These questions are good for us to begin with, and they will lead to other 
questions, so that we learn to develop this conversational relationship with God, and 
develop the knowledge and ability to instruct and encourage other hungry hearts looking 
for a greater intimacy widi Christ. Reflecting back on my dream and how God caused me 
to understand the dream many years later, the key was to have the cry of a person who 
has seen their heart in a greater Light, and who cries out with agony (Proverbs 30:2-3) 
and repentance, thus allowing God to circumcise the heart one step at a time to full 
sanctification. 

Here is another way diat God speaks to us through the Holy Spirit. In Acts 2:1,4- 
6,11, when Pentecost had come, the disciples and followers of Jesus were all in one 
place. Then suddenly they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak in other 
tongues as given to them by the Holy Spirit. In Jerusalem there were Jews and devout 
men from every nation and every man heard them speak in his own language about the 
marvelous things of God. 

In II Corinthians 14:4, the Apostle Paul explains that when a person speaks in an 
unknown tongue (unknown to them), they edify themselves. They edify themselves 
because the Holy Spirit is speaking to their spirit “the mighty deeds of God” (Acts 2:11 
NASB). With this understanding it is easy to see why Paul would boast that he speaks in 


® Willard, Hearing God, 290. 
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tongues. As we speak in tongues the Holy Spirit is speaking to our spirit these wonderful 


truths, and the Word of God comes alive to us with fresh revelation from God’s Word. 

Mahesh Chavda and his wife, Bonnie, have been used by God for many years to 
teach believers around the world how to hear God’s voice. In one of their books. Watch 
of the Lord, Mahesh relates an encounter with God by his wife where God’s presence was 
manifested, and God began to speak to her about revival in America. Bonnie spent the 
next several nights sitting awake in God’s presence. The Lord gave her visions as well as 
some specific instructions. God told her all about the new wave of revival that was 
coming to America, “and how prayer would help prepare the way for this new wave of 
revival,”^ 

The Chavdas further stated that during their early morning watches, God would 
reveal Himself in open visions and His literal presence hovered over them with 
breathtaking holiness and glory. God wants us to experience Him in this manner through 
visions, dreams, manifestations of His literal presence, through the gifts of the Spirit, 
through His ministry gifts to the church, through the revelation of His Word, and by 
opening our spiritual senses to experience Him. 

In addition to present day spiritual leaders there have been those in the past who 
have experienced intimacy with God. Michael Molinos (1627-1697) rose to be perhaps 
the most influential clerical leader in Rome. Within six years of the release of his book, 
The Spiritual Guide, it had been translated into every language in Western Europe. It is 
said that in Naples, Italy there was a time when twenty thousand Christians would gather 


^Mahesh Cliavda, Watch of the Lord; The Secret Weapon of the Last-Day Church (Lake Mary, 
FL; Charisma House, 1999), 4-5. 
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to practice inward prayer as taught in his book. There are those who believe that Molinos 


came closer than any one person to transforming the Catholic Church, yet he ended up 
sealed in a dungeon, Mid his book condemned in 1685 by the Spanish Inquisition 
headquartered in Avagon, Italy. 

Molinos taught that “there are two kinds of spiritual people, those who are 

internally spiritual and those who are externally spiritual. Those who are spiritual 

externally seek God by reasoning, by the things they imagine, by long periods of 

consideration in which they go down many avenues of thought.”® But the internal 

spiritual man is the one who walks towMd the inner way; the one who withdraws into 

their spirit and relinquishes everything into the hands of God, 

Molinos taught that there are two kinds of prayer: 1) outward prayer—-straining to 

find God through a monologue type prayer; and 2) inward prayer where one beholds God 

as in II Corinthians 3:18 (naSB), “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 

the glory of the Lord, are being h-ansformed into the same image from glory to glory,...” 

Molinos quotes Augustine, saying that he summed it up beautifully: 

“Lord, I went wandering like a stray sheep. 

Seeking you with anxious reasoning 
weighted within me. I wearied myself 
much in looking for you without Yet you 
had your habitation within me. If only I had 
desired you, and panted after you. I went 
around the streets and squares of the cities 
of this world and I found you not, because 
in vain I sought for you who were within.”^ 


* Michael Molinos, The Spiritual Guide, Likely 1st Edition edition {Auburn, ME: Christian Books 
Pub House, 1972), 63. 

® Michael Molinos, The Spiritual Guide, Likely 1st Edition edition (Auburn, ME: Christian Books 
Pub House, 1972), 17-18. 
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John Nelson Hyde (1865-1912) was an American missionary to the Punjab in 
India. He was bom in Carthage, Illinois. His father was a Presbyterian minister. In 1892 
he boarded a steamer in New York bound for India. On the ship John read a letter given 
to him which stated, “I will not cease praying for you until you are filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” His response was one of heated anger that anyone would suggest that he did not 
have the Holy Spirit. He threw the letter in the trash cmi. 

By 1899, John Hyde, after a few years of persecution as well as suffering for 
seven months with typhoid fever and periods of disappointment, began to spend entire 
nights on his face before God in prayer. During these times of prayer God would speak to 
him about the ministry, about what to preach, and give him guidance for the ministry. 
John Hyde’s fervent cry was, “Give me souls, O God, or I die!” 

In March of 1911, he left India because his heart had moved fi:om the left side of 
his chest to the right side, and he was in need of medical attention. After a stay in 
England, Hyde arrived in New York, August 8,1911. He went at once to Clifton Springs, 
New York, to visit family nearby. A malignant brain tumor had developed for which 
medical science had as yet found no remedy.*® He died in 1912 following a surgery at 
the young age of 46 years. 

Men and women like John Hyde, Andrew Murray, George Muller, Frank 
Bartleman, Rees Howell, David Brainerd, Jeanne Guyon, Isobel Kuhn mid so many 
others have been raised up by God and serve as examples for us to follow. Their personal 


‘®E. G. Carre, Praying Hyde, Apostle of Prayer: The Life Story of John Hyde, 1st Paperback 
Edition edition (Alachua, FL: Bridge-Logos Publishers, 1987), 44-45. 
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experiences of Christ were birthed from intense seeking and from a desperate longing to 


know God personally. 

My own prayer life started in Bible school after I saw four demons attacking me 
through a fellow student. That incident sent me to an empty prayer room on the fourth 
floor, where five hours of prayer seemed more like five minutes. After this, God began to 
speak to me with more frequency, and His Word began to open up wonderfully. 

I had the honor of spending a few hours alone with Dr. Stanley M. Horton (1916- 
2014) on his 97* birthday at his home in Maranatha Village, MO. He told me much about 
his life, his family, his upbringing, miracles of healing that he witnessed and his early 
experiences with God. He asked if we could pray together for a global awakening before 
I left, and we spent a sweet time in the presence of God crying out for revival. I 
purchased some autographed copies of a couple of his books to keep as gifts for friends 
and family. One of his biographers affirms that Dr. Horton “united passionate faith and 
disciplined scholarship in a beautiful balance.”*^ 

The first paragraph in this above mentioned biography by Dr. Olena reflects the 
heart of Stanley Horton: “The message of personal sanctification characteristic of John 
Wesley’s Methodism inspired later generations of Pentecostal Americans to anticipate a 
grand new encounter with God’s Spirit to affect not only private piety but a restoration of 
primitive New Testament Christianity leading to successfiil global evangelism 
immediately preceding the Second Coming. The refreshing revival streams of the Great 
Awakening continued to irrigate the seeds of redemptive hope planted among the 


Lois E. Olena and Raymond L. Gannon, Stanley M. Horton: Shc^er of Pentecostal Theology 
(Springfield, MO; Gospel Publishing House, 2010), 319. 
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succeeding American generations.”*^ At the end of his life Horton’s heart was grateful for 
all the revivals that had come and gone, but he was still looking for a greater, 
encompassing global awakening. 

Albert Benjamin Simpson (1843-1919) was a Canadian theologian, autiior and 
founder of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, with an emphasis on global 
evangelism. As God beg^ to move Simpson into the ministry of divine healing he often 
preached about sanctification and divine healing. “One day he felt compelled to open his 
home for personal ministry to the afflicted. On May 16, 1883, a company of Christian 
friends assembled in their home at 331 West 34* Street for its dedication as a Home for 
Faith and Physical Healing.”*^ There were many testimonies of divine healing that came 
out of this healing home, and “a number of other Homes were directly or indirectly 
connected with Mr. Simpson’s ministry.”*'* 

“Dr. Simpson’s ministry as a teacher of the New Testament revelation of physical 
healing was far-reaching. Even the secular press was impressed by his clear-cut 
presentation. The New York Sun of September 16, 1888, contained a full page interview 
in which it stated that ‘The firiends who are represented by A. B. Simpson never use the 
term divine healing because they believe that faith has no power to cure anybody 
intrinsically, but that the real power in every case of true healing must be a personal God 
and not a mere subjective state of mind in the person concerned or anybody else.’ A. B. 
Simpson emphasized the right of the believer to claim healing directly for himself. He 


’^Olena and Gannon, Stanley M. Horton, 19, 

*^A. E. Thompson, A. B. Simpson: His Life and Work, 2nd edition (Christian Publications, Inc., 
1960), 140-41. 


^"‘Thompson, A. B. Simpson, 144. 
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stated that the Lord Jesus had purchased and provided for His believing children physical 
strength, life, and healing as freely as the spiritual blessings of the Gospel.”’® 

Conclusion 

Books and testimonies abound throughout history, from the conversations in the 
Garden of Eden between God and Adam and Eve to the present, as God communicates 
with his family on earth. We share in this communication through our senses thanks to 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit. There is no doubt that spiritual hunger and thirst 
contributes to the intensity and frequency of these experiences as well as an awareness 
and willingness to allow God to circumcise our heart of the works of the flesh with which 
we were bom. Galatians 5:24 (kjv) states, “They that are Christ’s have cmcified the flesh 
with the affections and lusts.” Ezekiel 14:3 (KJV) talks about “idols in their heart.” At 
Kadesh-Bamea the children of Israel failed to enter into their inheritance at that time 
because of a lack of complete consecration to the Lord. 

God wants us to be fully sanctified—to allow Him to remove all the hindrances to 
a fuller and more significant relationship with Him—^where we walk in obedience to His 
Word and receive His daily bread in our daily devotional life, through prayer, meditation 
and the reading of His Word. The degree to which we are consistent in our walk with 
God will determine our spiritual growth. 

We are all called to love God with all our strength and to love one another. We 
are, further, called to specific roles in the body of Christ. To fulfill these callings, we 
really do need a clean channel through which God can work. This takes time. I will never 


Thompson, A. B. Simpson, 145. 



97 


forget what I learned from Proverbs 30:2-3, that in spite of the wonderful promises of a 
beautiful life and great harvest, Agur saw his great need of God and realized that a fuller 
knowledge of the Holy and of his relationship with God would depend upon a deeper 
cleansing, in his case, of brutishness. 

My project is on divine guidance—shearing from God, from His Word, from die 
rhema of His Word and through the quickening of our spiritual senses. I believe that God 
wants to speak to us, not just to have social conversation with Him, but to enable us to 
understand and fulfill our spiritual calling. In Isaiah 6:8 (NASB), the response of Christ to 
His calling was “Here am I, send me.” This was also the response of Isaiah, but it was 
preceded by seeing God in a greater Light: “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up, and His train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims:.... And one 
cried unto another, and said. Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full 
of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house 
was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts. Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal 
in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my 
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying. Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 1-8 KJV). 

This Christian journey is a beautiful process during which God takes us from 
Egypt (the world), to the wilderness (a place of trial, cleansing, and preparation) to Israel 
(the promised land, the place of our inheritance and ministry, more fully). Will you join 
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Isaiah the prophet and Agur in Proverbs 30, and say “Here am I, send me?” Let’s run the 
race! 



CHAPTER FIVE 


PROJECT ANALYSIS 


Introduction 

This project was implemented at the All Nations Church in Gallup, New Mexico. 

I have ministered at this church often over the past eleven years. The pastor and the 
congregations are very spiritual and have a deep hunger for revival in their church and 
community. God spoke to me in a vision that He would visit Gallup with Revival, so I 
sent letters to all the pastors, and this pastor was one of those who responded and asked 
me to share my vision with his church. This started a friendship that continues to this day, 

I gave my life to Christ at the ^e of five, shortly after arriving with my parents to 
their mission station in Latin America. I still remember it like it was yesterday. A few 
years ago I made a missions trip to the place of my spiritual birth and had a chance to 
visit my spiritual cradle. It was still there, and as I walked down to the altar I remembered 
that experience afresh. With my conversion came two primary impacts: the awareness of 
sins forgiven, and an overwhelming passion for the lost, and a driving desire to see that 
they felt what I now felt with the indwelling Christ. That drive and passion for the lost 
has remained with me my entire life, so much so that I have always made an altar call for 
salvation and healing regardless of the theme of my sennon or presentation. I have had 
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the joy, with this ministerial discipline of seeing countless children, youth and adults turn 
to Christ. Sometimes I see as the Spirit of Christ enters their spirit, other times I just see 
the body language which always speaks volumes. 

The next thirteen years I spent growing in the Lord, submitting to the training of 
my parents and watching the struggles that they experienced trying to ascertain the will of 
God for us as a family, and for their ministerial decisions. My home was like Grand 
Central Station. We had visitors, pastors and missionaries at our home nearly every day 
for a meal, a prayer meeting, or just to visit and compare notes or seek advice from my 
parents. I was the eldest of four boys, and I showed a keen interest in frieir discussions, so 
I was usually allowed to stick around. One thing that stuck with me to this day is how 
they struggled, at times, to know the will of God for a particular situation. Their deep 
concern was so evident, and their heartfelt, at times wrenching, prayers pierced my heart, 
and left me with question marks when, sadly, I would find out later that the direction 
taken did not prove to be God ordained, by the fruit it bore. I saw so much heartache in 
this regard, not for a moment minimizing the fantastic fruit that was evident in their 
ministry. I still run into families who tell me what a blessing my parents were to their 
parents, or grandpeirents or great-grandparents. 

As I entered into my teenage years, md a few times when I was younger, I had 
similar experiences where I would try to know God’s will, but I could not find it no 
matter how hard I tried to discern it through prayer and Scripture, or advice from parents 
or ministers. Often they would tell me to just seek God. That was no help because I had 
already done that, unsuccessfully, and that was why I was approaching them. Other tim es 
they did give me valuable advice, and often I did get a Scripture from God or direction 
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through dreams or visions, and had a clear enough witness in my spirit that this was 
God’s guidance for me at the time. But there are three hundred and sixty five days in a 
year and almost that many times in a year when decisions need to be made that affect our 
daily lives and future. While God wonderfully spoke to me often, it was the silence that 
confused me. My years in college were better because I learned to pray more intently and 
more effectively. In Bible School 1 was a good student and had time for fellowship in the 
snack-bar, in the gym, or in the game-room, where many of us spent a lot of time, since 
most of us did not have a vehicle to move us off campus. One Friday, I believe, in the 
dining room, the president of our freshman class began to, loudly, mock me. It took my 
appetite away for sure, but more than that it puzzled me. Many things he said were not 
true, or blown out of proportion. I was insecure and shy, so I could not even open my 
mouth in my defense. After a few minutes God opened my eyes and I saw two little 
demons standing on each of his shoulders. The demons would take turns speaking into 
his ears, and what they whispered in his ear is what came fi'om his mouth. I left the dining 
room and went straight up to the little prayer room on the fourth floor, looking for 
answers. I don’t t hin k I had ever spent much time in this room before now and I was the 
only one there because on Friday’s after dinner we were free to do whatever we wanted 
to: take a walk, study, do personal things like laundry, writing home to parents and 
fiiends, or, most coveted of all, was enjoy snacks, ganes, and fellowship in the snack- 
room until lights-out. It must have been about five-thirty in the afternoon when I ran into 
the empty prayer room, Mid lost all notion of time until I hears the lights out bell. During 
those hours I abandoned myself to God, and I learned to pray. My life completely 
changed from that day on. 
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The difficulty in finding God’s will for specifics continued to some degree, and to 
this day. I have also experienced many years of ministry and heard the heart-cry of so 
many who are desperately seeking God’s guidance for educational pursuits, relationships, 
marriage, work, ministry, and the list goes on. Two days ago I received a lengthy 
message from a couple I had ministered to in a Bible college where I taught about twenty 
years ago. The wife was my student and she was single at the time. She was one of my 
best students. One day she brought her fiance to meet me. She was so proud to introduce 
him to me, and you could tell that she really wanted to hear my approval. He was all a 
godly Christian girl could ask for. The silence grew as I looked at him, and in my spirit 
God said he is not the one for her. How do you declare that? Well, with great difficulty 
and a tear in my eyes I looked at her and said “he is not God’s choice for you.” They 
were gone in a flash; she quit the Bible school, and I did not hear from her or about her 
for a few years. One day I opened my email late at night and there was an email from her: 
“Pastor Bob I hated you for what you said, but eventually it became clear, and now I have 
found my Isaac. Would you please come and perform our marriage?” As I read that email 
my entire soul was flooded with the presence of God. I, immediately, wrote back and said 
“I can’t go but he is the one. Congratulations!” We have stayed in touch all these years, 
and exchange greetings and pictures, and testimonies of God’s continued faithfulness and 
goodness. We know from Scripture that a believer is admonished to marry another 
believer, or an unbeliever another unbeliever. So, really, she could have, biblically, 
married the first young man. The Israelites could have anointed anyone of their choosing 
to be king over Israel, and Samuel was told to go to the house of Jesse to find the next 
king, but while he was sizing them up one by one with David still absent, God spoke to 
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Samuel and said “let me choose.” So the least likely human candidate was chosen. In 
very important matters I have found that it is important to get a clear word from God. 

I sincerely believe that the Bible provides us with keys, which if followed, will 
help us to hear from God find the will of God with more clarity and certainty. This is the 
reason why I have chosen to do my project on Divine Guidance. Several years ago I felt 
the words “Divine Guidance” written on my chest with a sense in my spirit that I should 
write a book on the subject. I mn still learning how to discern the voice of God, and be 
able to interpret what God is saying: through His Word, through the Rhema word from 
God, through circumstances, via spiritual gifts, the inner witness of the Holy Spirit, or 
spiritual manifestations like dreams or visions. Our goal as believers is to live a life 
guided by the Spirit of God, availing ourselves of the keys that He has provided for us. I 
know by experience that if we follow these keys to guidance we will maximize our 
potential and spiritual success. 


Project Implementation 

I began looking for participants at my context (Gallup All Nations Church) 
eighteen months in advance, so that the prospective participants would have a long period 
of time to think about the project and prepare their heart by prayer and meditation on the 
subject of Divine Guidance. Once I was able to schedule the dates for the project 
workshop, which lasted for six consecutive days with a special community dinner and 
service, during which time participants were encouraged to come forward and pray for 
the individuals who came forward seeking direction from God. The project participMits 
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were mostly longstanding members of the church. They were recruited through 
announcements in church, emails, text messages, and personal contact The majority of 
those who initially signed up, followed through with Ihe six day workshop/conference on 
Divine Guidance. We had numerous visitors along with the project participants who 
came to enjoy the teachings on Divine Guidance and to seek personal prayer and 
ministry. Twenty five people participated in answering the questionnaires. I kept a daily 
journal of events during the project, and interviewed with my context associates to further 
measure or evaluate the progress made from start to finish. 

The Divine Guidance Training Conference and Workshops 

The six day workshop session was held during the last two weeks of October 
2018 in the main sanctuary of the Gallup All Nations Church, culminating in a 
community dinner followed by our last meeting. Twenty-five participants and about fifty 
to a hundred guests and visitors attended each session. I taught on Divine Guidance and 
put it into practice by praying for those who asked for prayer. In the middle of the 
sessions on a Simday morning we held an impartation service during which time, 
according to the pastor, one hundred and fifty people were prayed for individually, with 
the majority of them receiving a personal word from God, and several of them also 
testified that they were healed during this workshop. 

At the opening training session the questionnaire was handed out for those who 
had not received one or had not yet filled one out because it got misplaced. They were 
instructed to turn it in that evening, or at the latest, the following day. I shared biblical 
references concerning Divine Guidance and gave examples of this in my life and in the 
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life of others throughout church history. I used several of the sections and Bible verses 
used in my Biblical Foundations Paper during this initial session. Great interest was 
shown by the crowd that assembled since many of them had been meditating on this 
subject for well over a year since I first announced it. 

The sessions included teachings on the divine guidance, followed by questions 
and answers. It is a spiritual congregations where several in Ihe pastoral staff move in the 
Spirit and have for mmiy years. There was an excitement not often seen in an event of 
this nature throughout the entire six days. As one day built upon the next, several 
participants were baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. 
Several of them began to hear the voice of God for the congregation and they were 
encouraged to express what they were hearing or feeling. The excitement grew form one 
day to the next even though the majority would come straight to the session from their 
jobs. The sessions lasted anywhere from four to five hours, and upon dismissal the 
congregants were slow to leave. They did not seem very eager to leave because they were 
so enjoying the teaching and the ability to ask questions and be prayed for. I have 
ministered in this church for eleven years, so I know most of the people’s faces, although 
not all their names. I found myself looking up several times and seeing the same faces in 
line again to be prayed for. At first, for just a moment, it bothered me that they might be 
taking the time of others who had not yet been prayed for, but my heart was strangely 
warmed with a tender and joyful feeling, to realize that they were so hungry for God, and 
that was the sole reason for them coming up more than once. 

During these sessions we addressed the seven keys to guidance in some detail 
from Scripture. They were addressed in their order of importance, as listed ewlier in this 
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document. It is my personal belief that this is the order of importance, while I would 
accept another viewpoint to include more or less keys, as long as they included, at least, 
the first two: 1) the written Word of God, or the Logos, and 2) the quickened word of 
God or the Rhema. The Psalmist prayed that his eyes would be opened to behold 
wonderful things from God’s Word. In another place it is said that the letter of the Logos 
can kill. This can be perplexing, but it is quite understandable. That is why we so need to 
approach the Word of God as the Infallible Word from God, and expect it to minister to 
us as such and to even come personally alive to us as the Holy Spirit causes it to become 
a Quickened Word, where it becomes a personal word for us. On a certain occasion 
several years ago when my kids were in a ChristiMi private school, during my devotions 
one day God spoke to me “a ram in the thicket.” I knew it was a word from God for me 
or someone but it did not fit in the moment, so I just held it. A few days later all the 
parents of the children in this private Christina school received notice that the school was 
closing. Many of the parents were up in arms, and an emergency meeting had to be held 
with all the parents for the Principle to try to explain. At the meeting things did not go 
well, and the battle waged on between parents and the leadership. I was sitting way in the 
back, wishing I was not there, when suddenly God brought back the ram in the thicket 
with understanding of how it applied to our situation. Prompted by the Holy Spirit I 
requested permission to speak from where I was seated. I shared how God had visited me 
with that word, and assured them that God would provide for every student and parent 
affected by this school closing. Suddenly, this great calm and peace settled over all of us, 
mid we went home with peace in our heart, and renewed love for the staff and each other. 
In time, God provided the best education for every affected student. 
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The last session was preceded by an early dinner open to all. During this session I 
invited the participants in the Divine Guidmice project to be prepared to hear from God 
for anyone who came forward for prayer. Several came forward on their own for prayer, 
and a few others I called forward. A visiting minister was there and I invited him to join 
us as we heard from God for those who wanted prayer. A sweet presence of the Lord 
seemed to fill the sanctuary, and God began to use several of the project participants, for 
the first time, in giving a word from God by means of the Word of Knowledge. This final 
session came about by the recommendation of one of my mentore, Dr. Oconer. A few 
months earlier he had recommended that I make this a part of my project. I had never 
done this quite like this before, but it was the project’s finishing touch and the key to the 
release of the Spirit through the lives of several participants in the moving of the Spirit. I 
wish I had known Dr. Oconer years ago so that I could have received this advice Mid 
implemented it into my ministry much sooner. Thank you Dr. Oconor! 

Data collection and Analysis 

This project sought to measure the ability of Christian leaders, in terms of their 
sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, to find the will of God through hearing from God. 
Specifically, we sought to discover what measurable results took place in their lives as 
they sought the Lord for guidance. The project tested the hypothesis that training 
Christian leaders how to hear the voice of God individually and as a team would result in 
a measurable increase in their ability to hear from God in a more consistent manner. The 
conclusion of our project strongly suggests that practicing the Presence of God and 
learning to hear His voice, will bring leaders and Christians in general to a place in their 
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lives where they can discern His voice and be brought into a position where they can 
teach others and thereby transform the spiritual culture of their churches. 

A questionnaire was sent to the prospective participants well in advance of our 
six day workshop, and again at the end of our workshop. During a longer than six week 
period we conducted our six day workshop, followed by weekly handouts on the subject 
matter, and introduced a book by Walter Beuttler, entitled “The Manifest Presence of 
God: My Spiritual Journey.” This book deals with divine guidance, and some of Rev. 
Beuttler’s personal experiences with divine guidance. By the third week this book was in 
the hands of most of the project participants, with more books being ordered so that 
everyone who wanted one could continue their study of Divine Guidance throughout the 
six week period and beyond. I kept daily journals describing what took place at each 
session, and discussed the progress noticed in the project participants by the context 
associates. 

The three methods used for mialyzing the data collected showed a remarkable 
increase in the knowledge gained concerning Divine Guidance from the questioimaires, 
and by observation as I recorded in my daily journals, and from my phone interviews 
with the context associates. Their answers went from vague or general to specific with 
biblical knowledge to back their newfound convictions. The particip^its gradually 
demonstrated an ability and confidence to hear from God for themselves and others as 
witnessed by me during the sessions, and from the observations of my context associates 
as described to me. 

Both questionnaires included the same questions with greater insight and more 
spiritually mature answers in the final one. The majority of these questions were 
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answered by the participants. A few were left blank, but hopefully they are all 
increasing in knowledge and experience and would be able at any future date to 
give more complete answers. Questions Mid sample answers: 

1. How can I know God is speaking to me? 

Be ginnin g questionnaire sample answers — by the Word; God’s Word and prayer. 
Ending questionnaire sample answers -1 feel His Presence; His Word comes 

alive. 

From these answers we can see that their uneducated response was an obvious 
conclusion that God does speak to us through His Word as we pray. After the workshop 
they had a greater 

understanding of how God speaks and manifests Himself, as they felt His 
Presence, and His Word came alive. 

2. What about when we don’t hear from God? When God does not seem to answer 
us? 

Beginning -1 think He is mad at me; I get confused. 

Ending — I try to wait for God’s timing; I hope I am in a trial, but He will speak 

soon. 

This first response before the seminar is a common experience for many of us. 
It is a difficult place to be at. After the workshop the majority understood that we do 
have these times of 

darkness in our life, where God is not speaking or answering as we expected. We 
talked about this and discussed Isaiah 50:10-11, “Who is among you that fears the Lord, 
that obeys the voice of 

hi s servant, yet walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of 
the Lord, and stay upon his God. This is the answer to these periods of darkness when 
God is not speaking or 

or giving us an answer to our dilemma - trust God and wait upon the Lord. The 
second verse is a warning for us not to try to move in the flesh to solve our problems 
without hearing from God. 

It encoiuages us not to light up our darkness with our own mMimade fire or light, 
but wait for His Light to shine upon our path, and provide guidance. 

3. Do you speak in tongues? Does it help you better hear from God to have this 
experience? 

B. Yes; I don’t kn ow. 

E. Yes, I feel God’s presence more. 

During our seminar we discussed the importance of this personal gift. We know 
from Scripture that it is not one of the nine gifts of the Spirit in I Corinthians 12. 
These nine gifts are for edification of the church, generally speaking. Paul makes it 
clear in I Corinthians 14:4 when he says “they that speak in an unknown tongue 
edify themselves, but they that prophesy edify the 
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Church. On the Day of Pentecost, Peter boldly declared to those under conviction 
who cried out “men mid brethren, what shall we do?” Peter gave a clear answer 
showing us the three foundational experiences of the Christian life, which are 
Salvation or the bom again experience mentioned by Christ in John 3:5-8, Water 
Baptism, and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, widi the initial evidence of speaking 
in tongues. Peter fiirther stated in Acts 2:37-47, that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
in verse 39, is “for you, your children, and to as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. The call is the response to Calvary when we accept Him as our personal 
Savior. So the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, while not experienced by everyone, is 
for every Believer to benefit by and be edified. Once the participants understood 
that it was for them, and was their choice to seek, we prayed for several who had 
never received this gift, and they did. In the days that followed several of these 
who had received, mentioned that it was so much easier to experience God more 
fully after they received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

4. Has a Scripture leaped out to you where you knew God was speaking to you? 

B. I think so; yes; yes, often. 

E. This is what I want to experience - the Rhema or Quickened word from God. 

We discussed this as one of the seven keys to guidance. Several of the 
participants had had this experience and were able to understand it more fully 
during our workshop for six days. Most of them had experienced this during Bible 
reading. Others were not sure. By the end of the week everyone was longing to 
experience God speaking to them by the Rhema or Quickened Word from God. 
They began to experience it and gave testimony of it during our sessions. Some of 
the participants felt God give them scriptures for others, for the first time, during 
our community dinner and final service, which included personal ministry to the 
church and community by the participants of the divine guidance project. 

5. Have you ever been quickened with a known song or new song, and knew that it 
was fi:om God to guide you? 

B. No; I heard about it this week for the first time. 

E. I did this week as I was praying for it. 

We discussed this during the workshop because it is close to my heart, and 
because fi:om Scripture and my personal experience I believe that God uses songs 
to guide us, to bless us, and to break barriers - physical and spiritual. We can see 
the importance of this when Christ brought it up in John4:23-24, “But the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth: the Father seeks this kind of worshippers. ” Rarely in Scripture do 

we find information about the personal desires of God the Father. A few years ago 
I was starting a church out west and for a brief moment the heavens were opened 
and I saw worship in Heaven before the throne. I have never been the same since, 
nor very satisfied with what we call worship today. 

It was thrilling for me to watch the transformation in these participants during 
these six days. Some of their first responses on day one were “No, I heard about it 
this week for the first time. Then they experienced it! We sang in tongues and 
worshipped God for well over half an hour, and the anointing came so beautifully! 
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6. Does your devotional life include speaking in tongues or singing in tongues? 

B.No 

E. Pastor Bob taught us how this week. It was beautiful. Many of us did it for the 
first time. 

This question ties in with question number five, but I wanted to leave it, since 
the answers tie in with the previous question. This is a charismatic church, but like 
so many, they had not learned to sing in the spirit. It can become tradition but does 
not have to be as long as it is fi-esh every time. A fi-esh approach with love and 
abandonment before the throne of God. The gifts of the Spirit begin to move, as it 
did during our workshop and miracles and healings take place in this kind of 
atmosphere, as it did this night when we entered into God’s Presence, not singing 
about Him, but worshipping Him directly. 


7. Do you question people’s ability to hear firom God by their testimony? 

B. Yes, but it is confusing; always; never. 

E. Pastor Bob taught us fi-om Psalm 83 this week to be willing to hear fi-om God 
through an unlikely vessel, because God will use them. 

We touched on this question and miswers because it is so very important for our 
Christian walk, and because we tend to be judgmental and harsh. It was beautiful 
to see the 

transformation that took place visibly, and evidenced by their answers. We felt 
convinced that a critical spirit hinders our ability to hear fi-om God, and thus limi ts 
our options to hear fi:om God. 

8. Have you ever had a vision of events in Scripture that were meant to guide you by 
exMnple? 

B. Not sure what this means; no. 

E. No, but I want to; have a hunger for this after hearing so many examples of it 
this week. 

I chose this question because God uses this method to guide us from time to 
time. It has been a tremendous blessing in my life since I was a teenager. I wanted 
the project participants to have this experience, and know how to be receptive to it. 
At the beginning of the week, the majority did not even know what it meant. By 
the end of the week they were all longing to hear from God through visions of 
Bible, historical events. I shared with them my visions of Christ, Judas, David, 
Samuel, Gideon, and different ones throughout my life. Visions that God used to 
draw me, to save me fi-om danger, and to increase my understanding of His ways. 

During our six day seminar I taught on the keys to divine guidance: 

1. The Logos or Written Word of God - no guidance can contradict the Word of God. 
Whether it come fi-om God, the devil or the human spirit. Psalm 138:2 says that 
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God has magnified His Word “above all Thy Name.” Giving us to understand that 
supernatural manifestations and gifts can never supersede the written word of God. 
I was at a conference a few years ago, and I heard a well-known prophetess 
prophecy over a young, married w oman to divorce her husband and marry the 
young fellow she was with at the time. Immediately this scripture came to my 
mind. In ftoverbs 29:18 we are told that where there is no progressive vision the 
people dwell carelessly and cast off all restraint. Obedience is the key to an 
ongoing revelation of God’s will. In Psalm 36:9 we are told “in Thy light shall we 
see light.” In other words, to the degree we obey the light fi'om God that we have 
received, we will receive more light. 

2. The Rhema or quickened word fi'om God - we know fiom Matthew 4:4 that the 
Rhema will never contradict the written word of God. Our thought life needs to be 
healthy in order to have a clem' channel to hear fiom God. Proverbs 16:3 tells us to 
commit our works to the Lord, and our thought will be established. In Proverbs 
11:3 we are told that the integrity of the upright shall guide them. On this point, I 
had a dream many years ago that I did not imderstand until I was ministering at a 
church in Arizona a few years ago. In the dream, the adult son of a former 
classmate of mine asked me, “how is it that you and my dad and all your other 
classmates had the same teachers and the same spiritual environment while in 
Bible College, and you are all so different?” In the dream I did not have an answer 
for him. As the years went by I thought about his question and I could still find no 
precise answer. About twenty years after that dream while ministering for a 
Missionary Conference God awakened me in the middle of the night and led me to 
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Proverbs 30:1-4, The power and manifest presence of God was so very tangible 
during these midnight hours. My heart was so stirred as God began to open up His 
Word to me. It was the rmswer to that young man’s question. In verse one several 
names are mentioned: Agur, which means to gather or harvest; Jakeh, which 
means to obey; Ithiel, which means God Almighty has arrived, with die sense of 
‘to guide,’ happy, to be straight, to be level, to lead, to be honest; and Ucal, which 
means to eat freely, or plenty. We all long for this - a harvest of souls brought 
about obedience and God’s guidance, leading us to a place of plenty, spiritually. 
But to get there we have to settle the issue in verse two - “I am more brutish.” In 
verse three it talks about wisdom and the knowledge of the holy. To get from verse 
one to verse three we have to deal with verse two. Verse two is the cry of a person 
who has seen their heart in a greater light, and cries out with agony in repentance. I 
knew that this was not just God waking me up in the middle of the night to give 
me a good message to preach on the next day, a Sunday, but was actually exposing 
my own need. The word brutish means - harsh, severe, cruel, rough, unfeeling, to 
consume. The knowledge of the holy is in verse four, the knowledge of the Father 
and the Son. To the degree that this harshness is circumcised from our heart, the 
knowledge of the holy will increase. The next morning after this message was 
delivered, the entire congregation and the guest speaker were at the altar crying out 
to God. I often remember that day, and the hours with God that led up to it, and I 
still cry out to God to continue the work of softening my heart, until His work of 
heart circumcision is complete. A tender and sensitive heart are key to a clear, 
uncluttered avenue through which God is able to speak to us more clearly. 
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3. Circumstances - God uses circumstances to guide us. Sometimes circumstances 
don’t seem favorable and are still God’s will, so we need the council of God in 
circumstances. In Isaiah 50:10-11, we see that a person can have all the attributes 
of a good Christian and still be in darkness (adverse circumstances). The antidote 
is given with these words “let h im trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his 
God. We need a word from God, as guidance, during these difficult circumstances. 

4. Spiritual Gifts - God uses the gifts of the Spirit to give us guidance. Those who 
have experienced this in their lives have seen how beneficial it has been to their 
spiritual walk. God especially uses the gifts of prophecy, wisdom and knowledge 
to give us guidance. We need to be very careful in the use of these gifts. We should 
be speaking for God Other spirits can prophesy, and the flesh can prophesy, but 
we want God to speak through us. Often God will give us a word for someone in 
advance, or when we are with them. I have been told by some that they were just 
guessing, but hoped it was God who was speaking. People make major decisions 
based upon what we tell them in the name of the Lord and we need to be sure that 
we are hearing from God. We do grow and mature in these gifts, but we should be 
accurate as we grow and mature. 

5. Counsel or counselors - in Isaiah 11:2, one of the seven spirits of the Lord is the 
Spirit of Counsel. This is an anointing to give advice and direction. It is best to 
have confirmations for our guidance, and not rely on just one or two sources of 
guidance. Proverbs 11:14 tells us that safety is in the “multitude of counsellors.” 
Job tells us tiiat “the ear tests words, as the mouth tastes meat.” In another chapter 
Job says “the ear tries words.” God will quicken our spiritual senses so that we can 
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discern words and know when they are from God. At times we can actually taste 
words and know if they are from God by the taste in our mouth. 

6. Inner Witness - the inner witness is peace. In Colossians 3:15 we are told that the 
peace of God serves as an umpire. This peace is not just a good feeling because we 
agree with what is taking place. It is more than a feeling even though we say “I 
feel peace.” Christ is the Prince of Peace and He alone can give true peace. He will 
give us His peace in situations where we need an inner witness to confirm. 

7. Supernatural manifestations - dreams and visions, angels or demons. The apostle 
John tells us to tiy the spirits. Paul tells us in 11 Corinthians 11:14-15 that Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light, and his ministers as ministers of 
righteousness. I have seen angels and demons, of all sizes, as most of you have. It 
is so important that we discern whether they are from God or not. Most times it is 
very obvious, but not always. Demons don’t always look like you would expect a 
demon to look. Sometimes they appear in human form. While doing missionary 
work in Latin America I was attacked, physically, by a demon who I thought was 
just someone who had broken into the house. He came into my bedroom and drug 
me into the living room. I was fighting him off and began to cry out to God in my 
spirit, when suddenly he just flew out of the living room though a wall. That was 
when I realized he was a satanic being, and someone off the street who had broken 
in to the house. 

During the seminar on divine guidance for my Divine Guidance Project we 
discussed each of these points and allowed time for questions and answers, over a 
six day period. We spent between three and five hours each day covering these 
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aspects of divine guidance, and elaborating on the hindrances to divine guidance, 
and practical m’eas of our life where guidance is so very important. 

To help give an understanding of how divine guidance works in different areas of 
our life, we looked at five aspects: 

1. Marriage - after Christ, this is the most important decision we will make, and we 
need all the help we can get to make the right decision. Marriage is memit to be a 
lifetime commitment, but more than fifty percent of the time it is not. The Bible 
tells us in II Corinthians 6:14 that Christians should only marry believers. 
Sometimes Believers disobey God’s word and marry Unbelievers. At times it 
works our when the unbelieving spouse turns to God, but it is a big risk to take. 
God gives us guidelines with regard to marriage to save us from needless 
heartache. We should avoid marriage in a backslidden condition because, in all 
likelihood, we will mmry the wrong person. When it comes to marriage we want 
to have all seven keys to guidance working for us. During difficulties in our 
marriage we want to be able to look back at His infallible aspects of guidance that 
led us to that decision. In my late thirties the importance of marriage hit home for 
me, and God began to deal with me about it from scripture. It led to God using me 
to give advice in this regard. I remember once getting a call in the middle of the 
night from a yormg seminary student who called and asked me who his wife was 
going to be. I answered, “I know.” I can’t put his excitement into words^ but he 
said, “I knew it, 1 knew that you would know!” It was about Sam where he lived 
and about lam where I lived. I only happened to still be awake because I decided 
to clear my desk, when suddenly I began to have a vision of this young man on a 
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hunting trip with Esau. You all know who Esau represents - he is a type of the 
carnality of the flesh. He sold his birthright to satisfy his fleshly appetites. Right 
after the vision ended, his call came through. I was aware of the interpretation to 
the vision so I said, “God wise and He will not waste a princess of His on a carnal 
man like you, so he will give you someone just like you, obsessed with the 
appetites of the flesh Mid the world.” Silence ensued, a silence that could be felt. 
He was devastated, but he knew it was the ttuth. He was in his last semester, and 
unbeknown to him, would not be allowed to graduate because of his testimony. 
He repented right on the phone and asked me to spend some time in prayer with 
him. I was usually invited to the graduation services because ministers would 
gather Mid pray over the graduating class to give them a word from God and pray 
for them. So I agreed to go a few days early and fast and pray with him. His heart 
was changed during those days. A few days later when prayer was being made, 
individually, for each graduating student, he kept getting good words. The school 
president was standing next to me, and quietly asked me if I had anything to do 
with this. Needless to say, he was allowed to graduate and became a successful 
missionMy. After the graduation, the president of the Bible College told me that 
the advisory board had decided not to allow him to graduate. I had nothing to say, 
and the earlier question did not come up again. God had spoken about this yovmg 
man whose heart He had changed when he cried out for a new heart. This began 
to happen over and over again, from one place to another, with regard to marriage 
and God’s will. It is rarely a believer wanting to marry an unbeliever, because 
scripture gives us a clear answer for that. On another occasion I saw God 
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speaking to Samuel in the house of Jesse, the father of the future king David. 
While Samuel was trying to pick the right person among Jesse’s sons to be the 
next king, God looked at Samuel, in this vision that I had, and said “Let me 
choose.” This vision transformed my life. I have tried ever since to seek God’s 
direction in everything of importance, and be sensitive to the Spirit even in the not 
so important decisions. When I was teaching in a Bible School in Asia, one of my 
best students brought her fiance one evening to show him off to me. He was a 
Christian, and all that a young lady could wish for in the natural, but as I greeted 
him God said “no.” I looked at her and said, I am sorry but he is not God’s choice 
for you. She quit the classes and I never saw her again. Some years later I opened 
up my emails and found, to my great surprise, an email from her. She expressed 
how angry she had been with me and that she had continued with the yoimg man, 
but eventually they broke up, and after some time she met someone else and she 
wanted me to travel to Asia for her wedding, because she had found her Isaac. I 
felt the splendor of heaven descend upon me as I read her email. I would have 
loved to have been there for that beautiful occasion. I was not able to make it but I 
assured her that he was the one that God had chosen for her. Before I move to the 
next area, I would like to share a personal experience. When I was on the pastoral 
staff of a church in Michigan I was on my second marriage to the same person. 

We were trying once again to make it work. During that time I got a call from the 
leading pastor asking me to come to the sanctuary. I lived in one of tiie 
parsonages, so it was just a short distance away. I left immediately, and as the 
screen door closed behind me I hears a thundering voice that said “I hate 
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divorce.” I trembled under the awesome presence of God, and walked into the 
sanctuary still very moved by what had just happened. The leading pastor greeted 
me and introduced me to the reason why I was called. The young mother there 
was asking for advice because she wanted to divorce her husband and wanted the 
church’s blessing on that decision. I did not say a word. The pastor said “Bob I 
have given my consent. What do you say?” I said nothing. After the young lady 
left I was asked why I did not comment, especially since I am rarely at a loss for 
words. I shared my experience as I walked over fi'om the parsonage. The very 
white pastor turned even whiter, and within a few days I was asked to resign. 

Does divorce take place among Christians? Unfortunately, yes. Sometimes we 
have no choice in the matter, and therefore our choices are far better if we let God 
choose for us. Marriage is ordained in heaven, so let heaven choose for you. As 
believers we can choose another believer, but let’s allow humility to prevail and 
ask God to choose for us. 

2. Work and education - our calling is on both a natural and spiritual plane. God will 
give us the desires that will align with His will for us. God gives us the 
inclination, and then we can start moving in that direction with regard to 
education or employment. Paul, in Philippians 3:15, gives us encouraging words 
with regard to personal pursuits, by admonishing us to a certain goal in Christ, 
and if we be otherwise minded, God will reveal this to us. He is ever watching out 
for us. When it comes to education and work, I feel confident from scripture that 
we can trust God for direction, and that we can follow our heart. And as Paul 
says, if we are otherwise minded God will speak, or give a check in our spirit. 
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Ecclesiastes 7:16 has been very helpfiil to me. It says “be not righteous over 
much; neither make yourself over wise: why should you destroy yourself?” There 
are things that can trouble us in work or education that we cannot change. To get 
worked up about things that are not our responsibility can do more harm to us 
than help the situation. We need to wisely choose our battles, for we wrestle not 
against flesh, but against principalities and powers. It took me a while to find the 
balance. Proverbs 16:1-3 is a preparation for life and eternity, and the sooner the 
better, for sure. I turn to this passage often, and highly recommend the advice it 
gives: “The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is 
from the Lord. All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord 
weighs the spirits. Commit your works unto the Lord, and your thoughts will be 
established.” 

3. Spiritual life and ministiy - we are laborers together with God according to Paul 
in I Corinthians 3:9. Our life and ministry flows from this relationship. Herein lies 
our great challenge. How do we f in d the balance? In the Song of Solomon, the 
Shulamite woman cries out and says, “I am black, because the sun has looked 
upon me: my mother’s children were migry with me; they made me the keeper of 
the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept.” She experienced burnout 
because she was so busy with the work of the ministry, so to speak, and did not 
tend to the garden of her heart, in her devotional life, to a necessary degree which 
would prevent burnout. How much time do we need? Well, I think that this may 
vary from person to person, but I do know that is recorded that Martin Luther 
once stated, “I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in 
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prayer.” We want to be with God before we meet with the challenges of the day, 
so that we are fit for the tasks at hand. If you are feeling dry, or feeling burnout 
coming on, stop it in its tracks with the formula given by the Shulamite in Song of 
Solomon 1:7- “Tell me, O thou whom my soul loves, where you feed, where you 
make your flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turns aside by the 
flocks of your companions?” 

4. Buying and selling - we need guidance in this realm where human desire can 
sometimes go too far or make wrong choices. In Ecclesiastes 2:10 we read “And 
whatsoever my eyes desired I kept not from them.” God wants to guide us in the 
realm of buying, and he can purge our desires so that we can spare ourselves from 
heartache in this area of our lives. When I was eighteen years old and in my first 
year of Bible School I was asked to coach the boys’ basketball team for the 
campus church boys. They were 12 to 14 years old, I think. I did not have the 
proper foot attire for the job so I went to a shoe store the size of a huge 
warehouse. I ran in thinking this will only t^e a moment, when I saw thousands 
of tennis shoes in all directions. I had no idea where to start looking. Then 
suddenly I saw a small cloud in the di s tance hovering over a pair of tennis shoes. 
Drawn by this sight, with great excitement, I ran to where this pair of tennis shoes 
was. It was my exact size and the price was right. I don’t think I was in the store 
more than ten minutes, and I left with a dancing heart. I kept those shoes for years 
because they reminded me of God’s mercy upon me that day. This does not 
happen to me every time I go shopping, but it taught me a lesson: God cares about 
our needs and wants to guide us in this area. I have not seen any more clouds, but 
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I try to feel the witness in my spirit, or a check in my spirit if I am about to make 
the wrong purchase. In Proverbs 31:16 the virtuous woman considered, thought 
about, and studied the matter before she made the purchase. I don’t think we need 
to pray about everylhing we buy, obviously. We want to use wisdom, though, and 
in some major purchases we really need to have help from God. 

5. Docttine -1 left looking at tiie need for guidance in doctrine for last, but not 
because it is least important. I have been a teacher all my life. I have taught the 
Word of God since I was fifteen, but I also taught Math, Chemistry and Physics to 
supplement my income in the ministry. I studied Greek and Hebrew at another 
Bible College out west. I enjoy the little bit that I remember to help me navigate 
in my studies and research, but I don’t depend upon it for doctrine, I know that 
revelation only comes by the grace of God, so I try to mix study and prayer 
together, and bow my heart for guidance in the knowledge of the Truth. John 7:17 
has helped me to understand that obedience to God and meekness of heart can 
help us in our search for true, biblical doctrine. I was preaching in Texas a few 
years ago, and the group that sang a special sang Christian words to hard rock 
music. The pastor was a bit shocked, but out of kindness he said, “If it is scripture, 
it is scriptural.” What happened next I will never forget - suddenly I heard a 
thundering voice that said “No.” I looked around the room because I thought 
everyone heard it, but I guess they did not. It is not scriptural just because it is 
Scripture. We need the Holy Spirit to be involved when we quote Scripture or 
teach or preach. It is the Holy Spirit that gives life. Paul understood this when he 
told us in II Corinthians 3:6 that “the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” If we 
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desire to do God’s will. He will show us doctrine. He will cause us to know the 
truth. He will bring other scriptures to mind to confirm or to expose error. For any 
doctrine to be right it needs to flow from Genesis to Revelation. In more serious 
cases God might show visions and dreams to guide us with regard to doctrine. In 
Hebrews 5 we find some keys to growing in our knowledge of doctrine, from 
unskilled in the Word to skilled because by reason of use, our senses have been 
exercised to discern both good and evil. I will repeat a well-known illustration of 
this. The story goes that a highly educated theologian was preaching at a 
charismatic church trying to prove that the children of Israel could not have 
crossed the Red Sea where it has been said that they did, because there was only a 
few inches of water in that place. Suddenly, and elderly prayer warrior in the front 
row cried out, “Oh, glory, my brother. God sent you to show us how great He 
really is. We thought God destroyed the armies of Egypt in a sea of water, but you 
are telling us that our God actually buried them in a few inches of water. Thank 
you brother, thank you Jesus. Hallelujah!” It is a simple illustration, but it works. 
God can and will witness to our heart the truth. We don’t always need to know the 
details, we just need to know deep in our hearts that He is the way, the truth and 
the life. She was unskilled in the Word, but her spirit was strong, and her faith 
unmoved. 

These are my teaching notes that I used during out six day seminar on guidance as 
part of my project. Time was given for testimonies on the subject, questions, and 
personal ministry at each session. I also covered most of Psalm 83 as I developed 
and taught about some of the hindrances to divine guidance: 
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1. A deacon in a church I once pastored many years ago wmited to give a 
little vacation, so he invited me to go snag fishing with him. I had never 
heard of snag fishing. It is a method of fishing that enables catching a fish 
using hooks and without the fish having to take the bait with their mouth. 
This is accomplished by pulling on the fishing line very quickly as soon as 
any movement is felt, with the intention of piercing the fish in the flesh 
with the hook. Sometimes when you drag one in you will see where other 
fishermen have ripped their flesh without successfully bringing them to 
shore. Most of the ones I saw had many scars where they had been pierced 
before. It was too pamful for me, but I had to conceal my sadness, and try 
to enjoy the fishing vacation. I just pretended I was fishing but in two days 
I caught none. I was never so happy to be a failure. He sent some of his 
fish home with me since I caught none. That first day I couldn’t wait for 
my vacation to end. At the end of the day, exhausted fi’om the heat and 
hard work - him from trying to catch fish, and me fi-om trying not to catch 
fish, and especially to not wound any of them with my hook. We wrapped 
things up the first day and went to our hotel room for a good night’s rest. 
After he fell asleep, God suddenly came and inundated that hotel room 
with His Presence. I couldn’t believe that He would show up in a place 
like that, but there He was. I was so happy. He lead me to open a Bible to 
Psalm 83, and as I read it His glory filled the room and revelation just 
flowed as God opened up His Word to this very disappointed fisherman, 
counting the minutes to go home. It became one of my favorite vacations 



125 


of all time. I used the hotel room Gideon Bible and filled it with notes 
which I later transcribed to my Bible when I got home. I was up most of 
the night studying Psalm 83, but the next day was beautiful, I no longer 
had to pretend I was enjoying myself. I felt like Peter on the mount of 
transfiguration who said, “It is good for us to be here.” I would have gone 
a step further and suggested we build a tabernacle to contain the glory of 
Jesus, Moses and Elijah (Mt. 17:1-4). Sometimes you just hate to leave mi 
experience that for fear it will end, but it does, until the next one, thank 
God. 

2. In this chapter of Psalm 83 I saw things I had never seen. God’s Word 
never grows old. I had no reference books with me on my fishing vacation 
but when I got home I studied this chapter for an entire year. I know I 
have not exhausted its treasures, but I learned so much about the 
hindrances to heEffing God’s voice, and the keys to a prevailing revival. I 
taught on these also during my project’s six day seminar on guidance to 
enrich their understMiding of divine guidance and teach them how to move 
in the Spirit. I also told them about my fishing vacation. Everything here 
in this chapter is what I taught and shared. These are my journals and 
notes fi'om those six days. 

3. In Psalm 83:6-8 we fin d ten nations th at were enemies and conspired 
against God’s people. They are listed for us, and as you study them you 
will find that they each have a meaning. Edom speaks of unforgiveness. 
Ishmael speaks of jealousy. Moab speaks of deceit. Hagarenes speak of 
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taking offense. Gebal speaks of making bad choices. Ammon spe^s of 
selfishness. Amalek speaks of a besetting sin. That is a sin that we think 
we have gotten the victory over, but it comes back, sometimes over and 
over again until it is defeated. The Philistines speak of envy. Tyre speaks 
of pride that hardens our heart. This is not just any aspect of pride. It is 
pride that hardens our heart. And Assur speaks of self-righteousness. 
Without having the time to go into detail I wanted my participants to know 
that these areas of our fallen nature can hinder our ability to hear from 
God, and thus, make divine guidance more difficult to receive. So we wmit 
to work on these areas of ovff fallen nature and allow God to circumcise 
our heart at a pace that we can handle. 

4. In verse twelve we see what the enemy was after then and now - to take 
the houses of God in possession - the dwelling places of God. The 
primary place of God’s dwelling place for us individually in our own heart 
and soul. This is the dwelling place of God. I wanted my participants to 
understand that these areas of our fallen nature cmi clutter our spirits and 
make it more difficult to hear fi-om God. God will deal with us, we don’t 
need to go on fishing expeditions. And as he deals with us all we need to 
do is surrender these hindrances to Him for a deeper cleansing. We can 
quench the Spirit, but He is faithful and continues to draw us and lead us 
to a deeper walk with God. We so desperately needs this ongoing work of 


grace. 
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5. Verse eight is very interesting. It speaks of Lot What in the world is Lot 
doing here. There may be several reasons, but I suggest one for our 
consideration. The meaning of Lot’s name is ‘a covering.’ There is a little 
chorus birthed during the revival in Argentina, I believe. The words to this 
chorus are taken from the life of Ruth (Ruth 3:9). The song was birthed by 
the Spirit in Spanish and later translated to other languages. The words 
are: Cover me, cover me; extend the border of your mantle over me; 
because you are my nearest kinsman; cover me, cover me, cover me. Short 
mid simple but with such an anointing. Boaz was a near kinsman to Naomi 
and at Naomi’s request Ruth took this very difficult step to remind Boaz 
that it was his duty to marry the widow of Naomi’s son. It is a beautiful 
story that is read at many wedding ceremonies. We can apply it to our 
deepening relationship and commitment to Christ, and embrace Him as 
our covering. It is very importmit who covers us, what spirit or influence 
covers us. That covering can be a person or a church, but it ultimately is a 
spiritual covering that can come from one of three sources: God, the flesh, 
or the enemy. So the fact that Lot is mentioned, it is as a warning that we 
be careful what spirit we are under. May it always be God’s Spirit. Just for 
the sake of an illustration or example we can think about Saul who 
prophesied witii the prophets under the spirit of God, and at other times 
was under anther spirit, as when he tried to kill David. We have to be 
careful not to become too spooky in these matters but have a heart always 
toward God mid long for His anointing upon our lives in all that we do, so 
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that our heart can be uncluttered and more receptive to hear the voice of 
God. There is a sweet Miointing on that chorus birthed in revival in 
Argentina and God continues to give songs like this. 


Conclusion 

This project on Divine Guidance has been a wonderful journey. The foundation 
papers have undergirded this project from the very beginning. It has been a joy to see it 
all unfold. 

Each foundation paper built upon the next. These four foundation papers strengthen my 
deep conviction that, more than ever before, we need to hear from God. We can make it a 
daily expectation to see God mani fest Himself by speaking to us from His Word, or 
through our natural senses that have been spiritually activated. 

The hypotheses developed for the project was that by training church leaders how 
to hear the voice of God individually and as a team would result in a measurable increase 
in their ability to hear from God in a more consistent manner. The participants who 
completed the training sessions stated that they felt more comfortable with their ability to 
hear from God. We made time for the pMticipants to put into practice what they had 
learned, by having times for personal ministry in which they participated as they moved 
in the Spirit hearing the voice of God for others. I have been in fulltime ministry for over 
forty years and I was excited to see how well this approach worked. Some of the 
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participants said they were amazed that God could use them like that. It was very 
encouraging for all of us. 

I have read the book called “The Kingdom of the Cults” in recent years and 
enjoyed the information and the approaches recommended to reach these different people 
with the saving knowledge of Christ. But when I was in my teens still, and studying in a 
Bible College, God spoke to me while taking this class “Learn not the ways of the 
heathen,” so I dropped out of that class, and nearly got expelled from that Bible College. 
They sent me to another campus, very far away, for a semester so that I would not 
influence anyone else to drop the class. So when it became required reading for my 
Master’s degree in Theological Studies, I thought to myself that I might have to drop out 
of the university I was attending at the time, and maybe go into another field where t hi s 
book would not be required. After praying about it, I did not feel a check in my spirit, so I 
started reading the book. I was blessed by the information and the approach to 
evangelism expressed by the author. By then I was thirty plus years older. I wondered if 
that might have made the difference in why God spoke to me the way He did. I am not 
sure. In the end, I find it best to just obey God to the best of our ability whether we have 
the mental explanation for the apparent discrepancy. I realized also by this experience 
that we are growing in the Lord, like children grow, and some things that are not safe at 
one age may be safe at a future age. God, I realize, works this way also. When I was 
young and impressionable God told me not to le^ that material then, so I obeyed. Some 
days after God spoke to me not to learn that, I was in a different building to where the 
teachers live, and glancing across the campus on a beautiful spring day I saw the teacher 
of this class doing yoga, and all around him in a circle were demons doing yoga also. 
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After I actually read the book, and enjoyed its biblical approach, I realized that God was 
sparing me form those demons and the spiritual influence of that teacher who had become 
my friend. Sometimes God does not explain. In those times it is best to just obey, and 
clarification might come later. In ray case many years later. 

I considered this project a complete success, personally. Most of the participants 
were oveqoyed. It went quite fast for some of them being that English is not the first 
language for many in this mostly Navajo congregation. If I were to do it over again in a 
similar setting where some need more time to understand and assimilate due to the 
language b^rier, I would do it a bit different. That was the primary obstacle this time. 
Overall, the majority of the participants stated that they grew spiritually and learned to 
hear from God. Realizing this need I asked the pastor to continue with some of my 
teachings and some of his own on divine guidance for a few more weeks. I suggested 
they use a book on divine guidance and study the subject once a week. The pastor agreed 
and has informed me that he made a workbook based upon this book and they are 
studying it every Wednesday night. I think this is wonderful and it will make up the gap 
for those who due to language constraints needed more time to fully understand. Since 
most of my ministry is in other countries, this experience with the predominantly Navajo 
congregation will serve as a model for me to know how to teach on divine guidance in 
other countries. 

These foundation papers, each in their own way, and collectively have 
undergirded and strengthened my project and my personal convictions concerning Divine 
Guidance. I admire the wisdom of the staff members responsible for bringing us through 
this journey. I will definitely use this approach for future studies. 



BffiLIOGRAPHY 


- . A Sermon Preached on the Occasion of the Death of the Rev. Mr. John 

Fletcher, Vicar of Madefy, Shropshire. S.I.: London: Forgotten Books, 2017. 

-. A Short Account of the Life and Death of the Rev. John Fletcher. By the Rev. 

John Wesley. [One Line of Latin Text]. Gale ECCO, Print Editions, 2010. 

-. An Unblamable Man: The Life Story of John Fletcher/by John Wesley. 

(Salem, OH: Schmul, 2000). 

-. Entire Sanctification Attainable in This Life: 1, Mr. Wesley’s Plain Account of 

Christian Perfection, II, Mr. Fletcher’s Practical Application of the... Classes 
of Christians. (London: Forgotten Books, 2012). 

— . John Fletcher of Madeley and His Ministry, n.d. 

-. John Wesley the Methodist [Illustrated]: A Plain Account of His Life and 

Work., n.d. 

-. John Wesley’s Teachings—Complete Set: Volumes 1-4. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan, 2014, 

-. Letters of John Fletcher. Edited by Edward Cook. Shoals, IN: Kingsley Press, 

2014. 

—. Letters of John Fletcher. Edited by Edward Cook. Letters of John Fletcher, 
2014. 

-. Letters of the Rev. John Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley. S.I.: London: Forgotten 

Books, 2017. 

-. Madame Guyon: Her Autobiography. Edited by Jan Johnson. Jacksonville, 

FL: SeedSowers, 2008, 

-. Man of God: Leading Your Family by Allowing God to Lead You. Reprint 

edition. Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2015. 


131 



132 


-. Original Commentary On Acts. Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate Company, 

2001 . 

. The Circumcision of the Heart. The Perfect Library, 2014. 

. The Life and Diary of David Brainerd: With Notes and Reflections. Edited by 
Jonathan Edwards. Place of publication not identified: ReadaClassic.com, 2010. 

- . The Life of the Rev. John W de La Flechere [Fletcher]. Compiledfrom the 

Narrative of the Rev. J Wesley. John Mason, 1838. 

-^ The Marks of the New Birth. The Perfect Library, 2014. 

—The Power of the Spirit. Shawnee, KS: Gideon House Books, 2017. 

-. The Spiritual Guide. Aubrnn, ME: Christian Books Pub House, 1972, 

-. The Witness of the Spirit. The Perfect Library, 2014. 

-. The Works of John Wesley Third Edition Complete and Unabridged 14 

FOURTEEN VOLUMES COMPLETE. Hendrickson, 1991. 

. The Works of John Wesley, 3rd Edition. 3 edition. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books, 1996. 

“Break Thou The Bread Of Life - Kindle Edition by Mary Artemesia Lathbury, 

William Fiske Sherwin. Arts 8c Photography Kindle eBooks @ Amazon.com.” 
Accessed December 12,2017. https://www.amazon.com/Break-Thou-Bread- 
Artemesia-Lathbury- 

ebook/dp/B00DK3 WR32/ref=sr_l_fkmr0_l ?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=l 51306 
1154&sr=l -l-fikmrO&keywords=mary+ann+lathbury+break+thou+the+bread. 

“Genesis 24 - Wesley’s Explanatory Notes - Bible Commentary.” Accessed June 16, 
2017. 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary .php?com=wes&b=l&c==24. 

“Religious Experience in Earliest Christianity: A Missing Dimension in New 

Testament Study: Luke Timothy Johnson: 9780800631291: Amazon.com: 
Books.” Accessed December 12,2017. htlps://www.amazon.com/Religious- 
Experience-Earliest-Cbristianity- 

Dimension/dp/0800631293/reI^sr_l_l ?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid-l 513049428 
&sr= 1 -1 &keywords=religious+experiences+by+luke+timothy+j ohnson. 

“The God I Never Knew: How Real Friendship with the Holy Spirit Can Change Your 
Life: Robert Morris: 9780307729729: Amazon.com: Books.” Accessed 
December 12,2017. https://www.amazon.com/God-Never-Knew-Friendship- 



133 

Spirit/dp/0307729729/ref=sr_ 11 ?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=l 513049498&sr=l 
-1 &keywords=robert+morris+the+god+i+never+-knew. 

A’Kempis, Thomas. Bountiful Goodness: Spiritual Meditations for a Deeper Union 
with Christ. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2013. 

Anonymous. A Short But Comprehensive Sketch Of The Lives & Usefulness Of The 
Rev. John W And Mary Fletcher, With Statistics Shewing The Religious 
Aspects Of Madeley Then And Now. Charleston, SC: Nabu Press, 2011. 

Augustine. Confessions. Translated by Sarah Ruden. New York: Modem Library, 

2017. 

Barclay, William. The Acts of the Apostles. 3*^ ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2003. 

Barnes, Albert. Commentaries on the Acts of the Apostles. CreateSpace 
Independent Publishing Platform, 2016. 

Beeley, Christopher A. Leading God’s People: Wisdom from the Early Church 
for Today. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2012. 

Benge, Geoff, mid Janet Benge. John Wesley: The World His Parish. Seattle, 

WA: YWAM Publishing, 2007. 

Benson, J. The Life of the Rev. John W de La Flechere [Fletcher], Compiled 
from the Narrative of the Rev. J Wesley. John Mason, 1838. 

Brainerd, David. Diary & Journal of David Brainerd. Edinburgh; Carlisle, PA: 

Banner of Tmth, 2007. 

Bullen, Arthur Henry. John Fletcher - A Short Biography. Sha mr ock Eden 
Publishing, 2011. 

By Laurence W. Wood The Meaning of Pentecost in Early Methodism: 

Rediscovering John Fletcher as John Wesley’s Vindicator. Lanham, 

MD: Scarecrow Press, 2002. 

Carre, E. G. Praying Hyde, Apostle of Prayer: The Life Story of John Hyde. 

Newberry, FL: Bridge-Logos Publishers, 1987. 

Cassuto, U. A Commentary on the Book of Genesis. Jerusalem: Varda Books, 

2012. 

Chilcote, Paul Wesley. Recapturing the Wesleys ’ Vision: An Introduction to the 
Faith of John and Charles Wesley. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 

2004. 



134 

Davies, Richard E. St. Paul in Macedonia: What the People Heard. 

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2013. 

Dease, Mike. Decisions, Directions and Destiny: Four Scriptural Keys to 
Following God’s Leading. Mike Dease, 2014. 

Dobson, James C. Dr. James Dobson Talks about—God’s Will. Glendale, CA: 

G/L Regal Books, 1975. 

Dorr, Donal. Conversion and Holiness: The Teaching of John Wesley. 

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2012. 

Elliot, Elisabeth. God’s Guidance: Finding His Will for Your Life. 2^ ed. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Revell, 2006. 

Fenelon, Franfois, Lady Guion, and Michael de Molinos. A Guide to True 
Peace: Or A Method of Attaining to Inward and Spiritual Prayer. 

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2015. 

Fenelon, Francois. The Complete Fenelon. Edited by Robert Edmonson. 

Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 2008. 

Fletcher, John, and Dr Martyn D. Lloyd-Jones. Christ Manifested. CreateSpace 
Independent Publishing Platform, 2014. 

Fletcher, John.^ Vindication of the Rev. Mr. Wesley’s "Calm Address to Our 
American Colonies: "In Three Letters to Mr. Caleb Evans: By John 
Fletcher,... The Third Edition Corrected. Gale ECCO, Print Editions, 

2010 . 

Fletcher, John. Letters of John Fletcher. Edited by Edward Cook. Shoals, IN: 

Kingsley Press, 2014. 

Fletcher, Reverend John. The Works of Reverend John Fletcher - Volume 4. 

GraceWorks Multimedia, 2013. 

Friesen, Garry, and J. Robin Maxson. Decision Making and the Will of God: A 
Biblical Alternative to the Traditional View. Rev. ed. Sisters, OR: 

Multnomah, 2004. 

Green, Richard, John Fletcher Hurst, Luke Tyerman, and Thomas Dodd. 

Biograpl^? of John Wesley, 4-in-l Collection [Illustrated] - John Wesley 
Evangelist, John Wesley the Methodist, Life and Times of John Wesley, 

A Study for the Times: The Founder of Methodism, n.d. 

Groeschel, Craig. Divine Direction: 7 Decisions That Will Change Your Life. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2017. 



135 

Guyon, Jeanne Marie Bouvieres De La Mott, and Madame Guyon. A Short 
Method of Prayer. Kobenhavn, Denmark: SMK Books, 2013. 

Guyon, Jeanne. Experiencing the Depths of Jesus Christ. 3rd ed. Beaumont, 

TX: Christian Books Pub House, 1981. 

Guyon, Madame. Madame Jeanne Guyon: Experiencing Union with God 

Through Inner Prayer & the Way and Results of Union with God. Rev. 
ed. Gainesville, FL: Bridge-Logos Publishers, 2001. 

Hargrove, John R. Excellent Beginnings: A Study of Genesis. CreateSpace 
Independent Publishing Platform, 2015 

Henderson, D. Michael. John Wesley’s Class Meeting: A Model for Making 
Disciples. Wilmore, KY: Rafiki Books, 2016. 

Henry, Matthew. Commentaries on Acts. CreateSpace Independent Publishing 
Platform, 2015. 

Hewing, Ph D, ThD. Dr Pemell H. GILGAL: Circumcision of the Heart. Fourth 
Printing March 2001 edition. Sanctuary Word Press, 2001. 

Hewing, Ph D. Pemell H. Come to Gilgal: Circumcision of the Heart, For a 
Deeper Walk with God. Share-a-Prayer and Word Press, 1999. 

Horton, Stanley M. Acts Commentary. Springfield, MO: Logion Press, 2001. 

Hossler, Bill. Divine GPS: Finding God’s Will in Times of Transition. Lowell, 

MI: Key Publishing Company, 2016. 

Hurst, John Fletcher. John Wesley the Methodist: A Plain Account of His Life 
and Work. Neuilly-sur-Seine, FR: Ulan Press, 2012. 

Jennings, Daniel R. The Supernatural Occurrences Of John Wesley. 

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2012. 

Kempis, Thomas a. The Imitation of Christ. CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform, 2017. 

Kerwin, Jim. Circumcision: God’s Picture of Sanctification, n.d. 

Kopacz, Anita, and Russell Simmons. Finding Your Way: Alphabetical Keys to 
the Divine. New York: Uptown, 2010. 

Kunneman, Brenda. The Roadmap to Divine Direction: Finding God’s Will for 
Every Situation. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, 2011. 



136 


Laurie, Greg. How to Know the Will of God. Riverside, CA: Harvest Ministries, 
2004. 

Law, William. A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life. Place of publication 
not identified: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2013. 

Lawrence, Brother. The Practice of the Presence of God. New Abridged ed. 
edition. Springdale, PA: Whitaker House, 1982. 

Lawton, George. Shropshire Saint: A Study in the Ministry and Spirituality of 
Fletcher ofMadeley. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2014. 

Lee, Witness. Life-Study of Genesis. Living Stream Ministry, 1987. 

Ludlam, John P. Circumcision of the Heart. CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform, 2012. 

Luther, Martin. Commentary on Genesis, Vol. II - Luther on Sin and the Flood. 
FQ Books, 2010. 

M’Cheyne, Robert Murray. The Cry for Revival. Liskeard: Diggory Press, 

2007. 

MacArthur, John F. Genesis 12 to 33: The Father of Israel. Nashville,TN: 
Thomas Nelson, 2015. 

McCheyne, Robert Murray. Sermons of Robert Murray M’Cheyne. The Banner 
of Truth Trust, 1972. 

McGarvey, J. W. New Commentary on Acts of Apostles, Vol. 2. London: 
Forgotten Books, 2012. 

Meyer, F. B. The Secret of Guidance. CreateSpace Independent Publishing 
Platform, 2017. 

Molinos, Michael. The Spiritual Guide. Auburn, ME: Christian Books Pub 
House, 1972. 

Molinos, Miguel de. The Spiritual Guide of Miguel Molinos. lulu.com, 2012. 

Moore, Henry, and D. Curtis Hale. The Life of Mrs. Mary Fletcher: Consort 
and Relict of the Rev. John Fletcher. Salem, OH: Schmul Publishing 
Company, Incorporated, 1997. 

Mothe-Fenelon, Fran9ois de Salignac de la. The Inner Life. Independently 
published, 2017. 



137 


Nee, Watchman. How to Know God’s Will. Anaheim,CA: Living Stream 
Ministry, 1998. 

Oconer, Luther Jeremiah, and David Bundy. Spirit-Filled Protestantism: 

Holiness-Pentecostal Revivals and the Making of Filipino Methodist 
Identity. Eugene, OR; Pickwick Publications, 2017. 

Oden, Thomas C. John Wesley’s Teachings, Volume 1: God and Providence. 
Rev ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012. 

Olena, Lois E., and Raymond L. Gannon. Stanley M. Horton: Shaper of 
Pentecostal Theology. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 
2010 . 

Outler, Albert Cook, ed. Augustine: Confessions and Enchiridion. Louisville: 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2006. 

Peterson, David G. The Acts of the Apostles. Grand Rapids, MI: Nottingham, 
England: Eerdmans, 2009. 

Pytches, David. Does God Speak Today? Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House 
Pub, 1990. 

Rees, D. D. Paul S. The Valiant Vicar of Madeley, n.d. 

Rooney, Elizabeth B. Storing September. Blue Moimds, WI; Brigham Farm 
Publishing, 2001. 

Ryle, J. C. John Fletcher of Madeley and His Ministry, n.d. 

Ryrie, Charles Caldwell. The Acts of the Apostles. New Edition. Chicago: 
Moody Press, 1961. 

S.M, Thomas Dubay. Seeking Spiritual Direction: How to Grow the Divine Life 
Within. Poan Pnhox, MI: Servant, 1994. 

Sales, Francis De, and Cm'dinal Archbishop Edward Egan. Introduction to the 
Devout Life. New York: Vintage, 2002. 

Smith, Oswald J. Fletcher of Madeley. World Wide Christian Couriers, 1929. 

Spurgeon, Charles. Commentary on Genesis. Auckland, NZ: Titus Books, 2014. 

Stanley, Andy. Discovering God’s Will Study Guide: How to Know When You 
Are Heading in the Right Direction. Sisters, OR; Multnomah, 2004. 



138 


Stanley, Charles. How to Let God Solve Your Problems: 12 Keys for Finding 
Clear Guidance in Life’s Trials. Rev. ed. Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson, 2008. 

Study, Community Bible. Engaging God’s Word: Genesis. Engage Bible 
Studies, 2012. 

Sumler, Diane. Divine Direction: Spirit Led. CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform, 2017. 

Sumrall, Lester Frank. Haw to Know the Will of God. South Bend, IN: LeSEA 
Publishing Company, 1985. 

Swindoll, Charles R. Insights on Acts. Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc., 2016. 

Taushev, Averky. The Acts of the Apostles. Edited by Vitaly Permiakov. 
Translated by Nicholas Kotar. Jordanville, NY: Holy Trinity 
Publications, 2017. 

Taves, Ann. Fits, Trances, and Visions: Experiencing Religion and Explaining 
Experience from Wesley to James. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 1999. 

The Lives & Usefulness Of The Rev. John W. And Mary Fletcher, With 

Statistics Shewing The Religious Aspects OfMadeley Then And Now. 
Charleston, SC; Nabu Press, 2011. 

Thompson, A. E. A. B. Simpson: His Life and Work. 2nd edition. Christian 
Publications, Inc, 1960. 

Tomkins, Stephen. John Wesley: A Biography. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003. 

Tuttle, Robert G. John Wesley: His Life and Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Pub. House, 1978. 

Tyerman, Luke. Wesley’s Designated Successor: The Life, Letters and Literary 
Labors of the Rev. John William Fletcher. London: Forgotten Books, 
2017. 

Walker, Williston, Richard A. Norris, David W. Lotz, and Robert T. Handy. A 
History of the Christian Church. 4* ed. New York: Scribner, 1985. 

Weatherhead, Leslie D. By Leslie D. Weatherhead - Will Of God Revised. Rev. 
ed. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Publications, 1999. 



139 


Wesley, John. A Plain Account of Christian Perfection. The Perfect Library, 
2014. 

Willard, Dallas. Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with 
God. Rev. ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2012. 

Willimson, Bill & Maureen, Authentic Love Requires Circumcision on the 
Heart. Andalausia, ALrWrite Hand Publishing, 2006. 

Wommack, Andrew. How to Find, Follow, Fulfill God’s Will. Tulsa, OK: 
Harrison House Inc, 2013. 

Wood, Laurence W. The Meaning of Pentecost in Early Methodism: 
Rediscovering John Fletcher as John Wesley’s Vindicator and 
Designated Successor. Lmiham, MD; Scarecrow Press, 1750. 



